Between the Separation of Prote- 
{tants from the 


Church of Rome, 


< 


And the 
\ ers. 


| Printed for. Thomas Baſſet at the George in Pleet 
and Fincham Gander at. the White Horſe 1 in 
ftreet. 1683. 


" © 59%3s TY © 


| Cs 


TE I cone 


- 


The Difference of the Caſe, between the Se- 
' paration of Proteſtants from the Church of 
Rome, and the Separation 'of Diffenters 
' from the Church of England. 


Ince the happy Reformation of this Church, they 
of the Rom;/þ Perſwaſion have with their utmoſt 
9 Art .infinuated,that our Reformation proceeded 
upon Principles DeſtruCtive of all Order and Government 
in the Church ; and that it naturally tends to endleſs. 
Separations. To thisend they have laid hold upon that 
— which the Diviſions amongſt Proteſtants have 
offered them, and -faid that the Reaſons. upon which. 
we; ground our Separation from the Church:of Rome will 
hold to juſtify the Separation of the Diſſenters from the 
Church of England. And the Truth'is ſome of the Dif- 
ſenters have been..ſo Indiſcreet, | to-fay: no:more,. as. to 
alledge the ſame thing, And I am very: forry cthat-Men 
of the ſame Perſwaſion'with' us in Oppoſition'/to .the 
Impious ;Errors and Practices of the Roman Church , 
ſhould give ſo much Countenance to that grievousCharge 
upon the Reformation.as ſome of thern. have done. 'Tik 
Papiſts axe too. much beholden #0:them for';givingthe 
. Occaſion, of this Accuſation :1but to _joyn with: them 
in.the ſame Charge, is too great a kindneſs in all Rea- - 
fon, - and indeed Deſtruftive-;of ; the; Common Lon 
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of the” Reformation , by infinuating one of theſe two 
things, either that there was no Reaſon for this Se- 
paration on either part ; or elſe that notwithſtanding 
our pretended Reformation, we are till as bad as the 
Church of Rome ; for otherwiſe they cannot have the 
ſame Reaſon to ſeparate from us, that we had at firſt 
to ſeparate from that Church. 

I ſhall endeavour with Gods help to ſhew in a ſhort 
and plain Diſcourſe upon this ſutje&, that the Caſes 
are vaſtly different ; and that 'we have very good 
Reaſons wherewith to juſtify wur Separation 
from the Church of Rowe; and that the Difſenters who 
forſake our Communion cannot by any good Conſe- 
quence from thoſe Reaſons , warrant their ſeparation 
from our Church. | SORE 

In this attempt, T am fenſible that T have Ad- 
verfaries on both tides; and that it often happens vo be 
2 nice and hazardous bufineſs to- determine between 
two Extremes. Bat 1 hope there- is no reaſon to ap- 
prehend great Danger'in this Caſe ; ſince it is the ſame 
falſe Charge againſt the Reformation ,' in which theſe 
Extreme Parties agree ; afid'it is of that nature;that tis 
all one whether I confute it-againft the Pap#ſts,or againſt 
the Proteſtant Separatiſts, for if it be diſproved againſt 
one, 'tis ſhewn to be unjuſt in both. 

'This is our Caſe, that as we Charge thoſe of the 
Separation from our '/Church with (Sth:jm,: fo 'do the 
Romaniſts Charge us of the Church''of ' Exgland"with 
Schiſm too : But with this Difference,as we pretend, that 
we have good Reaſon for that, ſo have not they for 
this. . For Schiſmis a Cauſeleſs Separation from a Church. 
And we think we may appeal to all Diſintereſſed and 
Judicious Chriftsans, that- we have ſhewn our Separa- 
tion from Rowe to be grounded upon] uſt and Neceſ- 
fary Cauſes ; but that the Diſknters have ſhewn _ 
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ſacl for' their Separation: from. us. And. when. all 
doneit ſhould: not. incline: any Man to think that. the 
Truth is either with the Romani} or with the Diſenter, 
becauſe- the. Charge of :Schiſm is laid by. the .Romaniſt 
aguiott us, -and: by us againſt. the Separatiſt with equal 

keepers a unleſs he: ſees withal that it is. laid. with 


rye it gs not indeed to- be expectedbut that when 
forme' Proteſtants demanding; a farther Reformation, ſe- 
parated from our Church: ,; this pretence would ſoon 
_ after be ſet on foot both by thoſe of the Church of 
Rome, and by thoſe of the Separation. It lay fair for |. 
them both; and right or wrong; was likely to.be taken 
up: by both: ; fince it would: ſerve exceedingly well. tro 
help-a bad: Canfe: and to give popular colours to. the 
wealr Arguments, both: of the one. and of the other 
| fide. The Rowarift was not likely to fqrego- ſuck an 
advantage” as. the: Separation of our 'Diſſeaters gave him, 
to- diſgrace the Reformation amongſt thoſe, that; loved 

Unity. Nor: was the Separars/ likely: to omit thatad- 
vantage, which our Reformation gave him, to. com- 
mend lp Separation from us nodery the notion of a far- 
_ A _ from Rome , to. thoſe that abhorred 

And: therefore it will ſtand all Diſcreet perſons 
a the merits of the Cauſe on both ſides, 
qnd not to it any prejudice:agaiaſt our Commu- 
nion in vous either of the Papift or the Sefary,meerly 
becauſe they: both fay that in juſtifying, our Separation 
from the Papiſt, we vindicate the Separation | of the 
Sefary from our ſelves. 

I muſt not in this narrow Compaſs pretend to enter 
upon: a Diſcuſſion of the ſeveral Queſtions controverted 
between us and our Adverfaries on both ſides : But ſhall 
take it for Granted, that what has been ſaid in Anſwer 
to the ſeveral Objections ,” _e Diſſenters againſt N--1 
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Corhmunion has been well argued againſt them:And like- 
wiſethat in charging the Church of Rowe with thoſe 
ſeveral Corruptions in Dodrine and Prattice, which 
have made her Communion Intolerable, we have faid- 
upon each point no more than what has been well 
_ proved againſt that Church ; and which upon all fit 
Occaſions, we ſhall, by the Grace of God, be ready 
to make good again. But my principal deſign is to 
ſhew that there 1s no manner of Inconſiſtence in the 
way we take to. 'vindicate our ſelves from Schiſms 
charged upon us by the Church of Rome, with thoſe 
principles upon which weaccuſe our Diſſenting Brethren 
of that fault, who ſeparate from the Church of England: 
And that the Romaniſt cannot take our Arguments a- 
gainſt the Separation of the Diſſenters, to condemn 
our Reformation ; nor the Separatift our Reaſons a- 
gainſt the Communion of the Romani/t, to acquit him- 
ſelf inforſaking the Communion of our Church. |... 

This I conceive will be made to appear. | 1. by lay- 
ing down the Reaſons on both ſides ; thoſe by which 
we pretend to juſtify our Separation from the Church 
of Rome ; and thoſe upon which the Diſſenters lay the 
ſtreſs of their Separation from us. Ee : 

2. By Comparing' them together, that we may 
Judg wherein and how far theſe Caſes agree with; 
or differ from one another. ; 

In laying down the Reafons on both ſides, I ſhall 
begin with the grounds upon which this :Church ſe- 
parated from the Church of Rome ; and then proceed 
to thoſe upon which the Diſſenters ſeparate from: us. 


x. To the Church of Rome' charging us with Schiſm 
we Anſwer in general : That:our Separation from her 
was neceſſary by Reaſon of thoſe Corruptions in her 


inſt 


-Communion, which we could not comply with aga h 
i, tne 
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the Convition of our Conſciences. More particularly 
we ſay, That this Church of Erg/and had. no INS 4 
upon... the: Authority, of the, Church, of. Rome, w 
* She might not. lawfully . throw off; and that She 
not .owe any.,Subje&1on to the Biſhop of Rome, j 
had juſt Power wirhout asking his leave, or. ſtaying, for 
his Conſent , to . Reform . Her. ſelf. _ And; withal that 
the Church of Rome ought to have Reformed Her ſelf, 
35 .we have. done, fince | there were moſt. n 
Cauſes for ſo doing ; the Communion'of that Chureh 
being defiled with the profeſſion of thoſe damnable 
Errors, and the practice of thoſe Superſtitions wa 72 
dolatries which we. have.done away, To this pu 
we: challenge thoſe of that Communion. with th ; 
ticulars of their. Dottrine of 71 ranſubltantiation : = 
Sacrifice of the Maſs, their Service in an unknown ” we, 
their ,half Communion, their Worſhip of Images, - their 
[Adoration of the-Ho Hoſt, and the Kg of thoſe Abomina- 
tions, whereof. the Communion of that Church doth 
_ 11 great part. Confiſt. We acknowledge that we ſc- 
parated from them in.theſe things, when we Reformed 
our ſelves ;. but.in ſo doing we were not guilty ,of Schiſm 
from the. Church of. Rope, 00, a & ung Frag 
were. to, be. ſaid, becauſe this To no 
Rion to that : but 2 that Rr as of, the Refor- 
mation being ſo neceſſary as we pretend them, to, be, 
the Separation of Communion. that enſued upon our 
being, . and their hating to he Reformed, ,, Was,0n our 
ſide juſt and neceſſary upon that 6 POP ab, and 
therefore not Schiſmatical. _ _ - on 


So that ook nw s, twofold. po 1 
I., Thaf urch.o Palend be y, _ o 
Right, ſubje&t to. the Roman, or..any. by 99k 
bad full Power and. Authority without * afbing __ of FRE 
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reigners to Reform her ſelf. And this we ſxy would have' 
cleared her from the Imputation of Schifm, if the-cauſes 
of the Reformation. had 'not been ſo neceflary as'in- 
deed they were. If before the Reformation there had 
been no Unlawful conditions 'of Communion required 
inthe Weftern Churches,and all the fault that could have 
been found in them, had amounted to no more than 
bare Inconyeniences and Imprudence' in the manner of 
their Difcipline , or in ordering, the outward Made of 
Worſhip ; it had yet been free for the Church of England 
to have Reformed thofe lefler faults within her felf, 
though no other Church would have done the like. 
And thougtr for ſuch defefts remaining in'orher Chur- 
ches abroad the ought not to grein IP from their 
Communion ; yet ſhe might very juſtly and Commen- 
dably free her ſelf from them at home. But if a Forreign 
Church ſuppoſe that of Rame, ſhould hereupon have. 
abſtained from the Communion ofthisChurch, till wehad 
returned to the former /uconvenien! though ZawfulRites, 
and Cuſtoms, that Forreigu Church "had been puilty 
of Schiſm in ſo domg. And if the Church of EZng- 
land not willing to part with her £iberty and to proftitute 
her -Aathority to the. Uſurpation of the See of Rome, 
ſhonld haveadherd to herown Reformation,fhehad not 
been guilty of the breach of' Communion, following 
that her Refolution ; becauſe ſhe had done nothing, 
but what was within the compaſs of her juſt Power to 
do, and in which ſhe, was not liable to be-controuſed 


. by any other Church. 


We fay with St. Cyprian, that the Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment of the Church ought to be but one, ſpread abroad a- 
mongſt Biſhops, many in number, but heartily agreeing toge- 
ther. © But 'with the fame excelſent Man we fay too, 
that it is Equal that every one of them ſhould have a part 
of the Fleck aſſigned 2 Bio, which he s to Govern, re- 
| F  membring 
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nembring that he. Þ ts an ms dis wanagembnt 
—_— Which he "oro Y WI 
of - the &frirav Churches  Subjo@tiom "20 
Reman. "This we think is juſtly applicable to": our 
Cafe. .:-+ 
'The Church of England i iS 2 Nationdl Church, onee 
indeed under [the wins nano the Roman' Biſhop, and 
atkengttureſcued from that ſervitade ;' we art at preſent - 
United together by Cotmmon Rules for Goverarment and 
Worſhip, -Conſulted -upon and agreed unto by the ' 
Biſhops and Presbyters in Convocation, and then triade 
Eawsi-to-all /the particular Churches. of this Kingdom, 
by the;Authority of the Soveraigh. '> Theſe Laws: ſhew: 
the Reformation of  c<h& Church ;- And chey-do tot 
want any Authority they ought to have, for wanting 
the conſent of the Rowar Biſhop, ypon whom weave 
- neither Ecclefraſtical nor Civil Dependence.-. . For if gwy 
one fingte Biſhop of the 4frivan' mecha -Heter- 
min- Cauſes, and judpe marters of : | 
ſance (which yet et was. ſeldom'done in of Mo 
ment without the advice of Collepues when rhe Church 
had reft from Perſecution )/ and-rhis withont allowing 
Appeals to-Rome ;" much tribre* may the Biſhops of a 
whole Chriſtian Ringdota confederate) rogether® to-op- 
der Church 'matters Independently Ahn cou the See of 
Rome , eſpecially being required /thereanto by [their 
Chriſtian Soveraiga to Pym ey all owe Sabje 
and Obedienes in all -\their Comnnivir 
Chriftzanicyc! $0-tharif the Cauſes Sf he Reformarioa 
had not been fo.w rin. an preg boy = were, Yet 'cort: 
fidering the : by rae Was a, our 
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2. To the charge of Schiſm laid. againſt us by the 
Romaniſt, we Anſwer alſo, that the conditvovs of Commu» 
niou required in the Roman Church, were many of them 
Unlawful to be ſubmitted unto ; ſince we-could not Com- 
municate with her without profeſſing DoCtrines that are 
plainly contrary to Gods Word, nor without doing ſe- 
veral things 'that are clearly - and particularly. forbidden 
by it. And fince. it is not-in the Power of any:Man 
or Church, to diſpenſe 'with our Obligations ' to the 
Laws of God, we could not be obliged to preſerve Com- 
munion with. the Biſhop of Rome and his Adhereats,' 
upon thoſe Terms. - But becauſe Catholick Communi- 
on ought to be'preſerved, they ought.to: have put: a-{ 
way thoſe Scandals from amongſt themſelves, which 
fince they have not done, though the Separation is e- 
qual on both ſides, yet the Schiſm is not ours but theirs: 
anly;: no! -- al} 35-1" 40 ” 191316 

| And herefore we farther ſay that.if the Corruptions: 
of the Rowan Church';( which God'forbid ) ſhould ever 
come to be eſtabliſht in this Church of England again 
by the ſame Authority that has aboliſht them ; it were 
not only Lawful; but a neceſſary Duty.to ſeparate from 
the.Communion of this Church in that Cafe. . We: have 
that Reverence: of- Church Authority, and of the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate, that we will ſubmit to their Deter- 
minations .n;all things wherein God has left us to. our 
own: Liberty;:- But-it; they, Command;:us.to do. things 
contrary £0: his :Determination;: and to take that: liberty; 
which he has not given us, : we-;muft-remember that 
weare to obey. God: rather than Man. .. We.haye that 
ſenſe alſo of the miſchief of Diviſions and Separations, 
and; of tho,Duty;;ob maintaining-Qhureh-Conmmunion, 
that if the; Lays of, God bei bt; obſerved, ;:we'ate not 
oaly ready +9 comply;with what oyr own Syupertours itn+ 


poſe upon us, for the ſake of Peace and Unity /at us ; 
art 
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but if we: were to go abroad, we ſhould obſerve the 
Cuſtoms of other Churches, though perhaps very dif- 
ferent from. ours, and-this for the fake of maintaining: 
ane Communien-of Chriſtians every were:/.< But neither - 
abroad, nor at home- can we purchaſe Unity of Com- 
munion at ſo dear a rate as to break'Gods'Command- 
ments for it. - itil Sol wt et 
We know it is a gaod: thing for all the: parts of the 
Church to have: but one Communion, but-we- muſt not 
do evil, that eventhis good may come : And leaſt of all 
that evil which Church Communion and Church: Au- 
thority were ,in' great part deſigned to prevent. For . 
as we. believe that Chriſt formed his Diſciples into a 
Spiritual Society, ſo we have great reaſon toi'conclude 
that one main end-hereof was, that by the Commun 
on of- Chriſtians under their Governours , the holy: 
Truths and Laws of God concerning his Worfhip and 
our Salvation might be more advantageouſly 'held forth 
to the World, and.more effteftually guarded and main- 
tained. And therefore to keep this Communion ve 
as much as in us lies, we will do. any thing required by 
our Superiors that God has left us free to do or not: 
But to, deny: that Holy Truth or any part of it; or to 
break.any of thoſe Divine Laws, for the ſake of which 
this Communion it ſelf was Inſtituted, neither of theſe 
things dare we do to prevent: Diviſions. and: Separati- 
ons. And we are as ſure that Tranſub/tantiation, Adoration 
of the Hoſt, Worſhiping of Images, Praying to the Dead 
and Praying in an unknown Tongue, are Repugnant to ſe- 
veral expreſs. Texts: of! Scripture, not 'to: ſay to 'Com- 
mon Senſe. and Reaſon.; We are I fay-as ſure that that 
- ns plain Laws porous God to —_ _ 
NES ; Are: contrary -; ; and withal that to guard' 

Truths God Inſtituted a: Church, and: a” Communioni.of 
Saints, as We: are that there wasany ſuch har, A 
- C urch 
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Church Inſtituted , or Church Communion required. . 
And truly if Separation, when there is ſuch cauſe for 
it, as we pretend, were not a neceſfiry Duty, it mighr 
becom the Duty of Chriſtians to be United in Scanda- 
lous Impiecties and Damnable Errors. And I think no 
body will fay that in ſuch things one Communion is 
either to be defired or excuſed, but rather to be broken, 
and that every Man is concerned as much as his Sal- 
vation is worth to break away from it. And we are 
certain it can never be neceſiary to any Mans Salvation 
to be a Schiſmatick. | 
Upon this account, we ſay, that they who in Queen 
Mary's days choſe to lay down ther lives, rather 
than return to the Communion of the Romax Church, 
were ſo far from being Schiſmaticks that they were 
Gods Martyrs in fo doing. And had it been, or ſhould 
it be our lot to have this choice fo hard to Fleſh and 


Blood offered to us ; we truſt, that — the mighty 
t 


Grace of God, we ſhould follow the Faith and Patzence 
of thoſe hoty Men and Women, who Sealed this Cauſe 
with their Blood,meckly ſuffering under the Diſpleaſure 
of that Juſt Authority, the Unjuſt Commands where- 
of they could not honeſtly obey. This plain,though Ge- 
neral account, we give. of the Separation of the Cluirch 
of EF:g/and from the Church of Rome. And if we pre- 
tend no more in our own Defence againſt that Chureh, 
than we can prove, we have Reafon to think our ſelves 
ſate on that ſide. 68s | 


2. Let us now fee upon what Principles and by what 
pleas the Ditlenters Defend their Separation from- the 
Church: of E»g/and; To us therefore charging them 
with Schiſm upon this account, they Anſwer at{o,Fhar 
our Communion is:Corrupt,' and that they cannot with 
2 /afe-Cenſcience continue in it; and that they are _ 


(x12) | "0 
for greater Parity of Worſhip and Ordinances; to divide : 
from-us. But in making out this -Anſwer they 
do not all go: the ſame way, nor do ſome of theny ak 
low thoſe to be good Reafons for a Separation,”-which 
others think ſubſtantial enough. That in which moſt 
of them do agrees inaffigning forte Ceremonies i 
in our Church, concerning, which: ſome of then fay 
that they are Unlawful to be: uſed im Gods Worſhip; 
others of them, that thive: i5s-great caufe:to-doube whe- 
ther they be Lawful or. not ; And theſe dare not join 
in our Communion with Serupulous and Unfatisfied 
minds. The things: of this fort are: the :S1g#: by 
Croſs in the: office of Baprijn, Br be'm ; 
the Miniſterronly) tn racket 
charift, and the farrrms ear beg a' Copies tr Publick 
Worſbip: "Fhe other Faults they find with the” Litur- 
gy, however they are thought by the Generality. of 
Diſſenters tobe a Reaſon ſufficient to ground Separation g 
upon, are not I think produced by thoſe that ſhould. _ 
beſt underſtand the Cauſe;as: ambunting'ts make our 4 
Cemmunion: diretly. Unlawful. : Bur yer there are 


that ſay, f ane on oe efer 'a mode' of ſe 
Hue, UG = 
© are to F 
abode <o path the moſt pave. 
Othersgo yet further fromus, andtake/Liturpied, ard - 
preſcribed: Forms of Ptzyor to- be Ualawful'co be'uſed/ 
or atleaſt Suſyo?t them-:1o to-be. - ao Epicopany Mos af 


ever they form nor to: 
upon that, __ Rk £ 
cling whull een _— 
things, naught he | 
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Conformity to our Church Laws, they do-notpretend 
thoſe. Laws to be enforced by an 'Authority to. which * 
they are not bound to ſubmit. And therefore 'as far 
as [ can find they rather chuſe to Juſtify their Separati- - 
on upon the account of the Unlawiulneis, or ſuſpe&ed 
Unlawfulneſs of the things Impoſed, or upon the prefe- 
rence of a better Communion then ours 1s... But out of 
theſe I muſt except the [ndependents who acknowledge 
no other Church to be agreeable to-the:Word of God, 
but ſuch a Company oof Chriftian People United oneto 
another by a particular Covenant under Officers of their 
own chuſing, as can at once Aſſemble in the ſame place 
for the Worſhip of God. And theſe Men think the 
very Conſtitution of our Church to-be reaſon enough for: 
2 Separatiofh from it. I will take notice of no other 

Diſſnters at- preſent, but thoſe that Separate upon ſome 

one, or more of theſe grounds ; which may be reduced” 


to three. 


x. That a National Church Authority, is an Uſur- 
pation upon: particular 9 which are pre- 
tended to be the only Churches of Chriſts Inſtitution, 
and-that every ſuch Church has full Power in it ſelf.to- 
order all things relating to Worſhip and Diſcipline, and 
is. not of right accountable to any other Authority for 

- order it ſhall take to govern. it ſelf in theſe things ; 
And therefore the Independents, as I ſaid,think themſelves. 
Clear of the Guilt of Schzſm- as having Separated from 
a Church which is not of Chriſts Inſtitution. For they 
take an Independent Congregation only , to be ſuch. 
But yet theſe are willing to come in with. the other 
Diſtenters for their Intereſt in the next ground of Sepa- 
ration,upon which all of them, as far as I can Judge, hope 
to-find the ſageſt Footing ; And that is, | 


2. That the. conditions of our Communion, thoſe- 
namely 


ws) * 


_ -namely before: mentioned, are net. Lawfiibfor « Cheigi! - 
at tw-Subenit unto. | And-here 1 include thoſe that, do 
but Scru the Lawfulneſs 'of thoſe! | | 
in our' Church. 'i:For they/that w | | 
they are Unlawful,. and they that'but ſuſpe& hi ” 
be Unlawful, produce the ſame Arguments, the former 
tojuſtify their Peremptorineſs,the latter their Scruples.The- 
Rad I fay upon which they gp ate the fame, only * * 
they work up ſome of them to a 's _—_ of con= WB 
fidence then others are 'come to ; and ſome again they. "3 
lave altogether doubtful what to oy; hater: to con.” | ""< 
clude for us or.againſt us. They ogres i blaming our | 
Church for requiring things to be in Gods Wor- - - 4 
ſhip which It has not\'Commanded, ſomealſo'of which. - "ol 
have been and ſtill are done by Pa piſts in their Taolatrous © © 9 
Services, from whom: we ought to _ in all things 
that are not neceſſary to be done. Upon theſe | 
ſome pretend to be ſure, others-to be. afraid that to'ſub 
fer tale Children #6 be figned with the- fig of the 'Crajs, 
to Kncel at the'Communion, 'to be preſent at Devine _ 
vice where a Sarplice 1 worn, and. to ſubmit to Ditu 
and preſcribed Forms of Worſhip, are Unlawful.” 
theſe Reaſons I find owned” ke Caſe wor 
Things uſed in Gods Worſhip Stated on the vena ff Diſſes 
ters, juſt now- 

For thus that Author declares: in ehiir betialf, We 
cannot, ſaith he, conceive it Poſſible that"in things of Dis 
Vine Worſhip, things of an Tndifferent Nature" ſhould bt 
the Fuſt matter of any Human Determination, farther than Caſcon bekals;” 
the. particular Prattice of the Perſon determining. And of - 

» Where in matters of Worſhip God hath wrote Ors, ra | 
whether by bis Pen in-Sacred Writing or by bis not ' pres Þ. 27. 
ſeribing the articular Circumſtances, no Man can blat 
themr out '; b themſebhves may "hy nt et 
for thine: thet Times Att, where they. chnnet'uſe* wrt 
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than one of thoſe Paſtures or Circumſtances. That is ; 
where God hath left Men. at their Liberty to do.this, 
Or that, they may Determin themſelves, but no' Hu- 
man Authority may Determin for them.: Farther, _ ts 
to. things in Gods Worſhip not Determined by God, they 
Fudge every Man is Sui Juris and exght to be Determined 
by God alone to this, Or that ; i. e. he can be obliged 
to this or that Part by God only. And he fays plainly 
that, wo/t of thegp.are Confident that jn matters of Wor- 
ſhip no Superiors may reſtrain what God hath left at Li- 
berty. In Purſuance of this general Principle he ſays, 
ſome Poſture in an Zuma Adttion- being. neceſſary, aud 
none by God Determined in every Att of Warſbip ; where 
there is no. Determinatiqn, they belteve themſelves. at Lis 
berty, and. think they ought nat to be Determined by any 
thing but their own prattical. Judgment according, to pres 
ſent. Circumſtances:It is a: Eiherty with which God hath. made 
them-free. Again, Heacknowledges that they Fudge it 
 Tuniauful to. obey Laws concerning; Hords  7u' prayer 
which Ged: hath;left at Liberty, and: concerning. Habits 
and Geſtures, ſuppoſing. them. to. be left at. Liberty, and 
that none who. is te. uſe them werily Fudgeth them Unlaw- 
ful. And he intimates more then! once: that. :b7ygs zur 
xeceſſary.,  and\Ordinanily. uſed: in. Idolatrous and Super- 
ſtitious Services may not, in their Judgment, be: lawfally 
vſed: How- well: he: has- proved: theſe Poſitions] am 
not concerned: te examine: ; but leave him: for: that to 
his Learned. 4n/agoniff.. Theſe Obſervations are par- 
ticular. engugh for my purpoſe, which is: to-ſhew the 
Difference: between. the ground: of our. Separation.from 
the. Roman:Church; and-thoſe. of their Separation from 
us whom: this. Gentleman defends. 


. 3: Fhers are/ thoſe. who, for all'this,: ſeemnor- to 
think. our: Comnuinion Unlawful: in«it felk;. fince: they. 
can 
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en anggrmony Oe os = nf whole 
Service. But t nudge the way of "the. Separate. 
Meetings to be more perfedt,, as f better means of 
Edification ; and the ground of their Se nis this, 
a it is Unlawful to Communicate edicarily in 8 


ore imperfe&t way of Worſhip and en - 
dinances of the Goſpel, where a nid gy Fin] a 


2. 1 come os 6— the ſecond Point wick og 
pare Separation on bo es together ; 
that we Lay Judge wherein they differ or how. r they | 


r. 1 'do'ack that the moſt | prin grams 
of all is the fame on both fdes, or at Fe 

ſo; that is, that we Separate from the Cn * 
Rome,jin A fall Perſwafiow of Conſcience, that [0 9 ht to. 
do ; And that the Deſfenters Separate from th r] 
of. Englantl' with the ike ooh pn But how fa 
this Agreement' makes the Caſe of Separation t Fa 
on both ſides ;''and whether it will Rey, ju 

the Church of England's Separating from us; 

the Diſenters Separating fromthe arch of 

wil 'be' Coirfidered, 'time enolgh aff Et. he 
Reaſons are conipared, ' 
- 2: The hiext general Reaſon'6n both. fides age | 
ay far; Her Parity y 
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Church of Exg/and; and have alſo Conſidered the way 
of maintaining Objetions againſt the 'Terms of 'Com- 
| mani with Rome or England, that. is peculiar to'each 
ide. But, _ jan s «a gore 
3- There is not the ſame Plea offered to juſtify the 
Separation in both Caſes with Reſpect to that Authority 
by which the Conditions of Communion are preſcribed. 
For we of the Church of Erng/and do unanimouſly 
deny that-the Biſhop of -Rome hath any. Juſt Aurhority 
to make Rules for the Communion, or to- preſcribe 
Laws for the Government of our Church.. But all the- 
Diſſenters do not queſtion the Lawfulneſs of that Au- 
thority by which our Liturgy is Eſtabliſht, and thoſe 
things which they Obje& againſt are required. ' For 
thoſe of the Pra winke Perſwaſion amongſt us, how- ' 
ever they diſlike Dzoceſan Epiſcopacy, yet ſeem not to 
inſiſt upon it in their late Writings , as a ground. of 
Separation from this Church ; -but if other things were. 


Reformed according to, their mind, they would ;Sub- 
mit to our. Biſhops, and by their Conformity contri- 
bute to uphold the Order of this National Church. 
But then the Z7rdependents indeed muſt in Conſequence. 
of their Principles, deny that Baſhops ingly or jointly, ' 


whether with the Civil Authority. or without. it, have 
_ any right to preſcribe to their Congregations in mat- 
ters Eccleſiaſtical, ſince in. theſe things they hold 
their Members to be accountable to no Authority un- 
wo God, but that of the Congregation to-which they - 

Ae OE oi rn any 
Ang now I ſhall compare. the two Caſes of Separa- 
tion with reſpect to three things which will,I conceiye, 
Comprehend all the forementioned Pleas on both ſides ; 
that is with reſpe&, 1. to Authority. 2.:To 7erms of 
Lommutzion,and under this head to the Common Froeaee 
| | | a 
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of Separating for greater Purity. 3. To the Pleaof Con- 
ſcience. 4 PO. : | 

1. With reſpe& to Authority... We are divided from. 
the Church of Rome as. one particular .Conſtituted 
Church from another, neither of: which: has any Au- 
thority to-preſcribe to the other in matters Eccleftaſtical. 
And. therefore as I ſaid before, tho the Terms of the. - 
Communion of that Church were not Unlawful, yer if 
She would have no Communion with us,ualeſs we would: 
be govern'd -by Her Laws : And if our Church Goyer- 
nours ſhould uſe their own Liberty and Authority ' to ' 
preſcribe to us what they Judged more Sutable to the 
General Rules of Scripture and more Conducible. to * 
the great ends of Chriſtianity : 'The Separation enſuing 
upon that. Churches affe&ting an Uſurpation over-us, 
_ could not be Sehiſmatical on our Part, who are notthe 
Subje&s of the Biſhop of Rome: but upon the Part of 
that Church it would be ſo for Her exerciſing -an-Au- 
thority, where She has no right ſo to, do. - -: | 

But the Caſe of the Diſſenters is. far otherwiſe, -who 
Separate from this National Church in which they 
were ' Born and Baptized, and where they live. - For 
by thus doing we fay that they withdraw: their Obe- 
dience from their Lawful Governours ; from whom-if 
they_ Divide, eſpecially if they ſet up-a 'Communion 
diſtin from that of their Superiors, and of the Con- 
gregations under them , they are guilty of. manifeſt 
Schiſm , unleſs the Terms of Communion be Unlawful. 
For-it is by no means ſufficient to-clear/ them-of-this 
fault, that thoſe things which fall within the Compaſs of 
Church Authority are not well order'd; becauſe, although 
this were true, yet in-theſe things their' practice is to be 
Determined by that Authority..; For we think-it very 
Evident-that no Society can-be united and maintained 
without: this Principle, that a Lawful [Authority 19:40 
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be Submitted unto and Obeyed by Infertorsinall Law- 
ful things, and that the mere Imprudence or Inexpedi- 
ence of its Determinations, cannot abſolve them 
_ their Obligation to comply therewith. 4 
Now that it is a Lawfal Authority upon which the- 
Conſtitutions of this National Church ſtands, I think 
no Man can deny that will grant a National Church 
it ſelf to be but a Lawful Conſtitution. - For there is. 
the Concurrence both of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Superi- 
ors to give them force. The Biſhops and Presbyters 
firſt agreed upon the ſame Rule and Order for Church 
Government and Worſhip, which being afterward ap- 
proved by the Lords and Commons in Parliament, was 
then made a Law by the Xing. ſo that if the Con- 
tederation of the particular Churches of this Kingdom 
to govern themſelves and to ſerve God in Religious 
Aſſemblies, by the-ſame Rulz, and according to the 
fame 7erm, can become the matter of a Law obliging 
all Chriſtians amongſt us to Conformity ; here is no Au- 
hority wanting to induce ſuch an Obligation. 
Andit is to be Conlider'd that every one who Se- 
' parates from that Parochial Congregation where he lives, 
and betakes himſelf to. an Oppoſite Communion, had 
 beenguilty of Schiſm in ſo doing although the Churches 
of this Kingdom: had not been United. as they are into 
a National Form ; but each Biſhop with his Presbyters- 
had. made Rules for Religious Aſſemblies Independently 
upon- the Reſt. But now the fault of fuch Separation 
is heinouſly Aggravated as the Caſe ſtands by theſe. 
two Conſiderations. | 
; I. That thoſe Orders or Impoſitions upon the ac- 
count whereof he- Separates from the Pariſh where he 
lives, were made by:the Common advice of the Paſtors 
of Chriſts Flock in this Kingdom ; and that for a Com- 
mon. Rule to them All ; Which method was-a moſt - 
d- proper 
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proper means to: Unite their particular Churches more 
cloſely one! to.another,: and. to Edify ,and; Strengthen 
them by ſuch Union. © Therefore that Separatian.-w hich. 
would have been, blameable of it ſelf, is ſo, mach the 
worſe as it tends to break ſo profitable an Union, and 
to expoſe the Authority of. ſo -many Church. Gover- 
nours to'/Contempt, as contributed towards 4t. by their 
Advice and Conſent. _ ; : 

2. That ſince the Rules thus! agreed upon are made 
Laws. alſo by the Soveraign Power ; ſuch Schiſm is 
aggravated farther by Diſobedience to the Lawful Com- 
mands of the Civil Authority under which we live, and. 
to which all particular Churches in this Kingdom do 
owe Obedience in alt Lawful things. And now be- 
lieve our Presbyterian Brethren will grant that upon 
theſe accounts there is a vaſt difference between - the 
Caſes of Separation from the Church ,of  Z»g/and: and 
from the Church of Rowe in point of Authority... . 

But then I muſt confeſs the Zndependents are hikely 
enough to ſay, that theſe Impoſitions- are as truly U- 
ſyrpations upon particular Congregations, as if they had 
been enforced upon this Kingdom by. a-.pretended Au- 
thority from Rome.” And if there were:/no. difference- 
between ſaying-and proving, we might here be at a 
conſiderable loils. However this muſt be granted; that 
an Engliſh Biſhop may bave good Authority to-Govern- 
his Dyoceſs, and a\Presbyter his Pariſþ here in England; 
and yet it may be fooliſh and unjuſt in'a.,Horreige 'Bi- 
ſhop 10 claim any Authority -over the one or:the other. 
And I hope they will not deny that the King has good 
Authority here, - though the Pope has none. ; nor that 
the Laws of the Land :conceraing Religion and Gods 
Worſhip, -do.bind the Conſciences of the Kings Subj 
ſomething more, than if they had wanted the Authori- 
ty of the LegiſlativePower at home,and came to ma 
| | - D 2 
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abroad with nothing but the Seal of the Fiſherman to 
recommend them ; 2. e. that in this latter caſe wemight 
have refuſed them as wanting Authority, bur not ſo _ 
in the Former ; but that the matter of them being ſup- - 
poſed to be Lawful, they ought to be complied with. 
And whereas the Independents ſuppoſe the Independen- 
cy of their Congregations to be 7f Divine Right,\ both 
in Oppoſition to Epiſcopal Superiority, and to National 
Church-Government, this we muſt leave to the merits 
of the cauſe between them and us. And I may as well 
take it for pon that their pretended Right to Inde- 
pendency has been as clearly argued of Novelty and 


Weakneſs, as the Popes pretended Right to Supremacy 
| has been; argued Ifay of more Novelty, and almoſt as 
much Weakneſs. on 
But to ſtep a little out of the way of my preſent 
buſineſs ; I may appeal to all underſtanding perſons, 


who cannot judge of the Learning uſed on both fides ; 
whether that Notion of a Church or of Church-Communion 
is likely to be true, which makes it impoſſible for the par- 
ticular Churches of a Chri/t;au Kingdom to be United un- 
der the Soveraign Authority in the obſervation of the 
ſame Rules adviſed upon, and the fame Laws made for 
the benefit of them all. In the mean time I conclude 
this head with ſaying, that though the Pope has no 
Authority in this Kingdom, yet it follows not that every 
particular Congregation muſt be Independent. And I 
challenge any Man to take any one Argument uſed by 
any of our Church? to prove 'the'- Independency of our 
Church upon the Biſhop of Rome, and make.it hold to prove 
the /rdependency of a Congregation, either upon a National 
or Epiſcopal Church if he can. Wherefore ſuppoſing the 
Decrees of the Biſhop' of Rome to be 'of no'good Au- 
thority amongſt us ; 'and our own Laws in matters Ec- 
clefraſtical to want no good Authority, the conditions of 

| Commu- 


Communion being otherwiſe Lawful on both ſides .; 
then the Separation enſuing upon our refuſal to ſubmit 
to thoſe Decrees, would not be Schifmatical on our part; 
but the Separation of our »dependents, and all others 
amongſt us refuſing to Submit to theſe Laws would be 
ſo on their part. And thus much for the Difference 
in point of Authority. ; 5 4 


2.: We are to compare the Caſes alſo with reſpe&t 
to the Terms of Communion relating to matters of Faith 
and Worſhip. | . | 

- And 1n the firſt place the Diſſenters acknowledge that 
the Faith profeſſed in this Church is pure and 1ntire, : 
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and that ſhe does not require the profeſſion of any Do- 


Erine in Order to her Communion, which a good 
Chriſtian has reaſon to ſuſpet. And this makes a great 
difference between the Terms of Communion with our 
Church, andthe Terms thereof with the Church of 
Rome, which requires the profeſſion of Groſs-and Pal- * 
pable Errors, of all whom ſhe admits to her Commu- 
nion. | 
But the great offence is taken at our Forms of Divine 
Service, and the Ceremonies thereunto belonging. And 
the offended parties are of three ſorts. "A ' 
r. Thoſe that do not diretly charge any of our 
. practices in Worſhip as Sinful, but ſuppoſe ſome of them 
to be /nexpedient and nedifying : And "they that Se- 
_ parate upon this account muſt acknowledge this Dit- 
terence 1n the Caſe, that whereas we ſeparating from 
Rome forſook an Unlawful Communion for. one that 
was Lawful ; they. Separating from us forſake a Law- 
tul Communion for one that they 'believe to'be'bet- 
_ And of theſe I ſhalf take notice again in a'fitter 
- Place. WETTSs <7-117 0 On 
2. Another ſort are they who pretggd ſomething 
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more, that is; that they Scraple the Lawfulneſs-of.the 
things enjoined, and that they ought not to Commu- 
nicate with us ſo long as they remain- under theſe 
doubts. And theſe Men alſo muſt confeſs a great dit- - 
ference between the reaſon upon which they Separate 
from us,and that for which we Separate from the Church 
ot Rome : Since we are paſt doubting in the caſe,and poſetive- 
{y affirm thoſe conditions of Communion with the 
Church of Rome, which we complain of, to be in them- 
ſelves Unlawft]. And in Conſequence hereof, they muſt 
not deny that there is a great difference alſo between 
thoſe grounds upon which they and we pretend againſt 7hat 
Church the Unlawfulneſs of her Impoſitions,and thoſe up- 
on which they /«ſped the like of ours ; Andthat is,that the 
Roman Church is by us attacqued with c/ear and unqueſtion- 
able evidence of Reaſon and Scripture againſt her ; but that 
it remains doubtful whether there be any good evi- 
dence in Scripture againſt us ; concerning which-more 
will be faid under the next head. In the mean time 
it does by no means follow, that becauſe Separation is 
Fuſt and Neceſſary, where ſome things are required to 
be done which we certainly know God has forbidden ; 
therefore it is Juſt and Neceſſary alſo where other things 
are required, concerning which we do not know but 
they may be Lawful. © | | 

3- The third ſort are they that pretend theſe Forms 
of Worſhip, and Ceremonies, which the former either 

Scruple, or judge only Tnexpedient, to be indeed S74- 
fal, and to render, our Communion not only ſuſpefed, 
and /eſs defirable, but plainly ©/nlawful. And I grant 
that theſe are the Men who come up to the point ; And 
if they could but make good what they fay ,- they 
would ſhew their Separation from our Church to be 

rounded upon one General Reaſon of our Separation 
fromthe Cureh of Rome, which would ſufficiently 

| clear 
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clear us from the Imputation of Schiſm; if no other rea- 
ſon were to be given. But.I. believe a very wide dit- . 
I of the caſe will appear when we come to con- 

Fj > + | 
x. The particular Praftices themſelves which are by 
us faid to þe Unlawful in the Communion of the Ro- 
man Church ; and thoſe which by the Difſenters are. 
faid to be Unlawful in ours. And | 

2. The way and means by which we pretend to prove 
thoſe , and that by which they pretend to: prove theſe 
Unlawful. . 6 

r. Let us Conſider the particulars themſelves. The 
Diſſenters do with us Condema as Unlawful, Prayers. - 
if an unknown Tongue; the Adoration of the Hoſt 5 Wor-- 
_ (hipping the Croſs, and the like Prattices of the Roman 
Church in Her Forms of Worſhip, from- which. they 
acknowledge alſo that we have Purged our Communion.. * 
But they ſay we have retained other Praftices ſomething: 
akintotheſe,though not quite ſo bad; for Inſtance Xneel- 
ing at the Communion ; wearing the Surplice ; Signing with 
the Sig of the Croſs ; and ſome of them add, Zhe 
Publick uſe of Forms of Prayer. Now all that I deſiga 
under-this head in Comparing the former and the later 
particulars together , is to ſhew, that the Unlawfulneſs, 
of the former being ſuppoſed, the Unlawfulneſs of the 
latter cannot be from- thence inferr'd ; And* that for 
this plain Reaſon, becauſe the-Queſtions concerning. the 
one and the other, are perfectly diſtint-from one ano- 
ther.* For as the Biſhop of Rome's having no Authority 
here in England, ſhall not hinder the Authority which 
our Biſhops exerciſe in Exg/and from beipg:Lawful and. 
Good: So to- pray in an «»known 7ongue may be ab- 
ſurd and contrary to Scripture, but for: all this Forms: 
of Prayer in a Language underſtood by the whole-Con-« 
gregation, may. not only be Lawful but Profitable, 'and- 

in. 
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in moſt Caſes neceſſary. The Adoration of the Z7o/t 
may be an J7delatrous Prattiſe ; yet to Kneel in the 
Act of receiving the Euchariſt, where ſuch Adoration 
1s diſclaimed, ſhall be no ſuch Prattiſe. We may Sigy 
the Baptized Infant with the Sign of the Croſs ; and 
yet not Worſhip that Sign : we may do the former in 
token of the Obligation which Baptiſm layeth upon us: _ 
without Attributing any of that Virtue or Efficacy 
thereunto, which makes the Popz/þ uſe of it Foolith 
and Superſtitious. What Practice is therein the Ro 
man Church which we as Unlawful have abandoned, 
from whence the Unlawfulneſs of Wearing a Surplice, 
or ſeeing it worn, can with any Colour of Reaſon be 
drawn 2 In a word, what Erroneous Dodtrine in the 
Church of Rome, or Unlawful PraCtice confeſsd by 
the Diſſenters to be by us rejected, can be allign'd, 
from which the Unlawfulneſs of any of thoſe things 
excepted againſt in our Liturgy can be inferrd? Let 
them take any. one Argument uſed by us to prove 
ſuch or ſuch a particular Condition of Commynion Un- 
lawful which that Church requires, and by*that Ar- 
gument prove ſome Condition Unlawful 'in ours , if 
they can. But perhaps they will ſay, That if they 
can prove thisby other Arguments, the Caſe in general 
will ſtill be the fame. This I confeſs and therefore I 
proceed to the ſecond Point which was, 


\ 2. To ſhew the Difference between the way 4nd 

means by us uſed to prove thoſe Conditions of the Ro- 
man Communion Zylawful, which we except againſt ; 
and the manner of arguing uſed by the Diſſenters againſt us. 

Now our way 1s plain and dire&t; for we prove thoſe 

particulars in the Rowan Worſhip Unlawful which we 
Condemn, by this Argument that they are forbidden 
in Gods Word, and this we prove by thoſe expreſs and 
| par- 
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particular places. of Holy Scriptare.to which they are x 
repugnant. -And- if oe. Gilg of producing ſuch | 
Teſtimonies againſt the Corruptions. of 'that Church, 
we have the Advantage againſt the Papz/ts.: And if the 
Diſſenters charge any Condition of our Communion with 
Repugnancy to Gods Law , and can as clearly ſhew 
where he hath forbidden it, they have the like Ad- 
vantage againſt us. ns 

Now indeed they fay that the: things Impoſed upon 
them, however weeſteem them but 7rdifferent, are by £ 
themſelves Judged Unlawful. Thus the forementioned 
Author faith Could they [ Diſſenters ] but look upon the Caf on be- 


Forms. and Rites of our Worſhip «»der that Notion -pahag Diſl. 2 
[ of things'Indifterent } poſſebly their Conteſt would nei- ' © 53 
ther be great nor long. 1 do. not like theſe words, for  * -- 2 
that which may be may not be ; and poſibly the 2-8 
Conteſt would be great and long, though they ſhould = 
look upon theſe things as Indifferent. However he " 
faies, that we ſuppoſe thaſe things indifferent which they v. 3. "J 


cannot ' but Fudge Vnlawfal, 'as they have often to 
their Brethren. But how do they prove them Unlaw- 
ful? Do they ſhew where God hath forbidden them 2 
As we;for Inſtance, produce the ſecond Commandment to 
thhew that in that Commandment God hath forbidden 
he Worſhip of Images, ſo do they'; or can they 
any ſuch Teſtimony of Scripture againſt Xzceling when 
we receive the Euchariſt > And as we alledge, 1 Cor. 
againſt praying in an unknown Tongue /; 'cah they ſhew 
us any Text in all the Bible againſt praying by: a Form 
of Words 2 No ; this is not+ what they pretend to do. 
But then we are apt to Conclude,..that if-theſe things 
be not forbidden, that they are at leaſt /rd;ferent, and 
therefore Lawful. And which is fomething more, we a, 
have their leave alſo 'thus to Conclude , ſeeing there Þ. 3. 
zs none of them but agreeth with us in our Notion of In- © 

| E | different 
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- different things viz. that they. are ſuch things as by the 
Divine Law are | neither enjoyned nor forbidden : Things 
undetermined by the Law of God in Nature or Scripture. 
How then do they prove thoſe things Unlawful to 
be done in Gods Worſhip, which God hath not. for- 
bidden either in the Law of Nature or Scripture > To 
make ſhort Work of it : Thoſe particulars in our Com- 
munion which they except againſt, are Unlawful, be- 
cauſe they .are not neceffary to Worſhip, nor Com- 
manded by any expreſs Law of God. Which is as 
. much as to fay, that though they are indifferent be- 
cauſe they are neither enjoyned nor forbidden by the Law 
of God in Nature or Scripture'; 'yet they are not Indiffe- 
rent, and that becauſe they are not  exjoyned. So: that 
whilſt our Brethren allow the Determination of In- | 
different things to Authority , they. take away with 
one hand,” what they give with the other. - For ac- 
cording. to their. Principles there is nothing left for Au. 
thority to: Determin, as to the: ordering of Gods Pub- 
lick Worſhip. For one would think that the' matter 
of ſuch Determination ſhould be thoſe things, which 
God hath /eft to our Liberty. But you *are miſtaken 
if you think ſo ; ſince for this very Reaſon that the 

are /eft at Liberty, it is Unlawful for one Man: be: his 
Authority what it will, fo; long as-it is but Human Au- 
thority, to Determin in them for another ; and it is 
Unlawful for this other Man to: Submir to his Deter- 
mination. For we are told that zhe Light of Nature 
direfteth; us 'to uſe: the moſt>Convenient Circumſtances for 
the Worſhip of God, and the Law of Nature will enforce 
Men 'in doing Actions, to uſe Time and Place. For 0- 
ther things, ſuch as the Poſtures of Prayer, or Words 
uſed. in Prayer ,: the. Hoty:: Scripture 79: \avery where as 
ſufficient to us as' the Daw: of Moſes was to: tht Jews, 
which Commanded as to the: Paſſover the offering a Lamb 


or 
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or a Kid;, and: left it. to. the Diſcretion and Conveniency 
of - the Offerer to. Determin which ——=. So for Standing, 
Sitting, -or - Kneeling,” at Prayer, God indeed, hath left 
the..one or the other of. them to us not Determined, leaving 
#t to our Choice or Conveniency which to uſe, who ſometimes 
cannot - uſe Standing, :another time cannot uſe Kneeling. 


He. hath Canmanded us.to pray, and, that with our Voice, 


as well as our Hearts; But that | he hath. wot :told us 
what Words-we. ſhould always uſe -, God hath:therefore 
left us at Liberty what Words to uſe, as he left the: Jews 
at Liberty whether. to. offer a Lamb or a Kid And. 
Moſes: might .by.. the, ſame Authority have. tied up; all the 
- Jews.t0-Offer none but Kidls,. or none but: Lambs, as Su- 

periors xcax \tye up Tuferiours to uſe none but ſuch or ſuch 
Words in Prayer. And the Jews might every whit as 
Lawfully have Obeyed Moſes in ſuch a Command, as we 
can. Obey any Superiors in ſuch a Caſe. That is, 'it had 
been Unlanful in the Fews to have Obeyed Moſes in ſuch a 


Caſe. 
P. 29, 30. 


Caſe, *and it would be Unlawful in ;the:rDifſenters, and 


it is Unlawful in. us to Obey our. Superiors 'in any of 
their Determinations Concerning things ix Gods Wor- 
ſhip which God bath left at Liberty. '' 4 
How this Author hath purſued his. Argumeat, is 
not my buſineſs to Conſider. It. is ſufficient for my 
deſign to ſhew the vaſt difference between the graunds 
upon which we charge the Church of Rome with re- 
quiring Unlawful Terms of Communion: with her-in 
her Worſhip, and thoſe por which the fame fault is im- 
puted to the Chureh of Eng/and by the Diſſenters. - we 
prove our charge, by ſhewing, that God hath forbidden 
what that. Church requires to be done: They prove 
theirs againſt us by ſhewing that .Gad hath left thoſe 
things at Liberty which ate required in this Church. 
We ſhew that the Church of Rome injoyns . Prattices 
that are Znlawful for any Man to Determin himſelf to : 
| "$ 


They 
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They ſhew that this Church enjoyns Praftices which are 
ot Unlawful for a Man to chooſe for himſelf ;but for Au- 
thority to chooſe for him. The things they except a- 
eainſt in our Communion are i themſelves Indifferent,” 
and they cannot make them Unlawful otherwiſe then 
by fetching a Compaſs about,and pretending that they 
are then Unlawful to be done, when our Superiors re- 

quire us to do them. | 12 Wh 
And now I may leave it to the Judgment of all 
Men that can Conſider a Caſe without great Prejudice, 
whether there beReaſon to forſake theChurch of Exg/and 
upon the account of Unlawful Terms of Communion 
pretended to be in her Worſhip ; as-well as upon the 
fame account to leave the Communion of the Church 
of Rome ; that is, whether a thing may become Unlaw- 
ful in Gods Worſhip for not being Commanded by God, 
and for being enjoyned by Man ; becauſe every thing 
that God hath forbidden is neither Lawful to be Com- 
manded by Man ; nor to be done,though it be ſo Com- 
manded.I know not whether ſome of our Brothers party 
may not think that he hath giver-us toomuch Advantage 
by reducing the Queſtion to this State. But I think 
It 'is not his Weakneſs but the Weakneſs of his Cauſe 
that has led him to it. For they are not able to prove 
the Unlawfulneſs of the preſent Impoſitions in Order 
to Communion, but upon ſuch Principles as theſe are. 
And I may appeal to Mankind Concerning the Dif- 
ference of the Caſe between them againſt us, and us a- 
g4nſt the Church of Rome in this matter ; that the Rea- 
fon of our Separation from Rome will not juſtify their 
Separation from us, nor that the Reaſon upon which 
we cinllenge them of Schiſm, can fly in our own Faces, 
when the Church of Rome chaltengeth us of the ſame 
Crime. * But I ſhall fay no more of this Point at = 
ent, 


(29) he 
reſent, becauſe I foreſee Occaſion of reſuming it pre- 
Becky in another place. ttc i riot nh 

But this Author offereth another'Reaſon- alſo of the 
©nlawfullneſs of thoſe things that are required , and 
that becauſe they have been -and ſtill. are -ufed ins 7- 
dolatrous Services,” and are not of themſetves neceſſary to 
be'uſed by-us. I think I may, venture to ſay that this. 
Reaſon has been ſufficiently expoſed. But my buſineſs 
is to note the Difference of the Caſe: We Separate 
from Rome, becauſe otherwiſe we muſt Communicate 
with her in her /dolatry, which is neceſſary not to be done : 
The - Diſſenters Separate- from us, becauſe otherwiſe 
they muſt do ſome things »o# neceſſary to be dove, which 
have been and ſtill are done by /dolaters. 

Again the Diſfenters, as he ſays Scruple XKnceling in 
the Act of Recetving the Communion, becauſe there is an 
Objeftum Motivum, as he: calls it, before their eyes. 1 
think he means becauſe the Elements are Worſhipped by 
the Papiſts, who fay hey believe them to be no longer 
Elements, but God himſelf; And to Kneel therefore 
when we take-theſe into our hands, is to give ſome oc- 
cafion to others to think that we Worſhip the Elements ; 
and therefore the Diſſenters Queſtion the Lawfulneſs of - 
an Adoration of God under theſe Circumſtances. T am glad 
if it be but Queſtion and Scruple, though Iam ſorry 'tis 
ſo much. | But whether they only Scruple Kneeling up- 
-on this account, or-more:than Scruple it, for this Gen- 
tleman does not always ſpeak ſo. diſtin&ly as I. could 
wiſh : There is however this difference 1n the Caſe ; 
that whereas one principal Reaſon ' why we Separate: 
fromthe Papiſts, is becauſe we dare:not Worſhip Bread, 
which without all Queſtion is Idolatry ; one reaſon why 
the Diſſenters Separate from ns, is becauſe we*who 
have ſo loudly declared againſt that Idolatry, do Wor- 
ſhip ( not the Bread , which we believe to retain its 

| own 
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own Nature, but ) God only, as they themſelves cone 
feſs, when we partake of that Bread. - . {7 4 het 
And hereT may be content to let the matter reſt; that 
whether we conſider the Particulars pretended: to be 
Unlawful in both Communions ; or the | way taken by 
us to prove thoſe Unlawful which the Chxrch of:-Rame 
would- impoſe upon us, and 7hati way which the!Dif 
fſenters uſe to make out. the like charge againſtthe Chxrch + 
of England, the difference is ſo great, that the: charge 
of. Schiſm which, upon this account, viz. of Terms of 
Communzon in Worſhip, we bring againſt the Diſſenters 
for Separating from us, cannot with Reaſon and Modeſty 
be returned upon our ſelves for Separating from the 
Church of Rome. 
I have now compared the two Caſes with Reſpect 
to Authority and Terms of Communion. But before I pro- 
ceed to compare them with reſpeCt to the Plea of Con- 
ſcience ; T ſhall endeavour to repreſent ſome other. Dif- 
ferences of the Caſe that are plainly conſequent upon 
one or both of thoſe Differences which we have already 
conſidered. And they are theſe three ; | 
1. The Difference of the Cafe, with reſpe&t to Se- 
paration for greater purity of Worſhip and Ordinances. + 
2. The Difference with reſpe& to that Common 
Queſtion who ſhall be the Fudge ? | 
3- The Difference of the principles upon which ei- 
ther ſide Separates, as to their #endency:eitber to main- 
tain, or to overthrow one Communion amongſt Chriſtians. * 


 x+ With reſpe& to Separation; - for greater purity of 
Worſhip and Ordinances. The Diſſenters ſay, that. if 
for greater purity England Separated from Rome, others 
alſo may for greater purity Separate from England. And 
becauſe I perceive this Confequence is infiſted upon, not 


only by well meaning People, but by ſome that would 
| not 
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Can). | 
not be thought the meaneſt_of the party, I ſhall ex- 
amin it as throughly as I can ; hoping. to gain;the 
Readers Pardon, if 1 repeat ſome things that have been 
already Diſcourſed ;. but- which,-are neceſlary. to -be 
obſerved in order to a. right underſtanding of ' this 
matter. 11 | 5: Tr 
The ground I ſhall proceed upan in. Diſcourſing of 
this Conſequence, is that we and the' Diſſenters do not 
underſtand: the ſame thing by greater purity. By-the 
Impurity or Corruption of the. Remay Communion which 
is the principal Reaſon of our; departing from it,; we 
underſtand the Sinfulneſs thereof-; and . by. Separating 
from that Church for greater purity we therefore mean . 
forſaking her Communion” that we might 'not-partake * 
in her Sins ; which otherwiſe we could not avoid. - To 
make good this charge, that her' Communion was and 
ſtill is Corrupted4n this Senſe, we have but that one plain 
- Way already declared. We ſhew that there are ſeveral 
Dottrines which ſhe Profeſerh. ; ſeveral Things in her 
Worſhip which ſhe Prattiſeth, that are plainly contrary 
to the Truth which God hath revealed. and to the 
Laws which he hath delivered to us : And that thoſe 
Errors and. theſe Practices 'are ot of a flight Nature, 
but that they grate upon-the-very Foundations of Chriſti- 
- -anity'; And moreover,that ſheexat7eth the profeſian of the 
one, and 7he doing; of the other from all her Members. 
So that when we ſay, that. we Separate from "that 
.Church-for greater purity, we mean that thereare ſeveral 
Impureg;:or- Siifut conditions of Communios- required 
in that' Church ,- with: which, | as ſhe has. ordered- the 
matter, we muft pollute: our ſelves, and of -whichwe 
our ſelves mufttbeguilty, if we Communicate with her 
at all ;"Anich-therefive it was;necefſary.for us to depart 
from-her,, becauſe it»is: moſh riceefary-riot; to deny. the 
Truths'or break tlie Laws of Gbd. — ma — by 
aying 
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faying that we Separated for greater purity, we mean 
not that we have forſaken but ſome Corruptions only of 

the Roman Worſhip, as if our Communion were now 
indeed purer then theirs though not ſo pare as it ought 
to be. This is not our meaning : For we contend har 
this Church hath purged away all thoſe Pratices, and 
aboliſht all thoſe Rules relating to Gods Worſhip, which 
are contrary to his Word ; and by Conſequence that 
there is no /mparity left in the conditions of our Com- 
munion ; ſo that any Man whoſe Conſcience is right- 
ly informed may Communicate with us without Sin. 
Wherefore this comparative expreſſion of Separatin 

for greater purity from the Roman Church, reſpe&tet 

the State of that Church, ſuppoſing indeed that a/ the 


conditions of that Churches-Communion were not im- * 
pure, but withal implying that ſome of them, and thoſe 
truly ot a few, were ſo ; And therefore that her Com- 


munion was not pure enough for any Chriſtian to join 
in it with a good Conſcience. Thus I have ſhewn 
what we underſtand by Separating for greater purity, 
and how we maintain this Plea in Anſwer to the Church 
of Rome. 

Now therefore although the Diſenters uſe the ſame 
Plea in Words, iri Anſwer to us, yet if they do not un- 
derſtand the fame thing by it that we do, nor attempt 
to make it out by ſhewing wherein our Communion 
is Corrupted with ſach conditions as oblige the -Mem- 
bers of this Church to do what God hath forbidden, 
or to negle&t what he hath Commanded them to do, 
or to contradi&t what he hathrevealed ; This Plea I ſay 
if it be not made out by ſuch particulars as theſe, 1s 
by them weakly brought to juſtify their Separation 
from us, by our example in Separating from Rome. 
And though the general pretence may ſerve to delude 
Injudicious People, who have not learnt to —_— 

| tween 
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between Reaſons and Colours; yet it will neither ac- 
quit them before God, nor in the Judgment of Wiſe: 
Men: who can eaſily. diſcern. and will Impartially. con- 
ſider the Difference. of the Caſe. It is indeed a plauſi- 
ble Colour for their Separation from us, that we Sepa- 
rated from Rome for greater purity ; and but a Colour 
unleſs they could ſhew wherein our Communion is 7m- 


pare, or which is all one, what' are thoſe conditions 


thereof which be Sinfu/ or Repugnant to the Laws of 
God. | 

But what 1s it that they mean by this greater purity 
of Worſhip for which they Separate? Wherein doth this 
purity conſiſt ? Let Reaſonable Men Judge. Extemporary 
Prayers are more pure than Forms of Prayer : To Re- 
cerve the Communion Sitting or Standing is more pure 
than to Receive it Kneeling, To omit the Sign of the 
Croſs after Baptiſm, is more pure than to uſe it. - And 
the Miniſters Praying in a Coat or a Clagh, is more pure 
then to Pray in a Szrpl/ice, But till they can ſhew that 
our way in any of theſe inſtances is forbidden by God, 
either they cannot juſtly pretend that z# # /mpure ; or at 
leaſt they muſt confeſs that they mean by mpurity,ſome- 
thing elſe when they charge it upon us, than what we 
mean by it, when we charge it upon the Communion 
of the Romiſh Church, and therefore that they do :not 
uſe the ſame Plea againſt us, that we produce againſt 
that. For with us /mpurity is Sin, and an Impure Com- 
munion is a Communion in which we cannot Communi- 
cate without Sin, 7. e. without tranſgreſſing the Law of 
God. But as far asI can ſee, mpurity with them muſt 
go for ſomething elſe, that- is, either for doing. things 
that God hath not forbidden, or for the omitting of 
things that he hath not Commanded. And ifthe Church 
hath Power in Indifterent things ; and that be ow 
againſt which there is xo Law oa pretence of Sepa- 
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rating for greater parity is altogether groundleſs, un- 
lefs. they can prove that they cannot have Communi- 
on with us, without neglefing to do what God' Com- 
mands, or doing what he forbids. ; 
Therefore the former difcourſe concerning Terms of 
Conmunion-ſhews that there is a vaſt difference between 
this Plea as it is uſed by us, and as it is uſed by the Sepa- 
ratiſts againſt us. For we do not Separate from: the 
Communion of the Romany Church upon this principle 
that the Charch hath no Power to make Orders for the 
Worſhip of God in matters that are left to our Liberty, or 
to preſcribe Rites and Ceremonies that are not contrary to 
Gods Word. But upon this principle as far as we can 
Judge, do the Diſſenters Separate from us ; and the main _ . 
controverſie we have with them is, whether it be 
within the compaſs of Z/umaz Authority to preſcribe in 
things of this ſort ; and conſequently whether it be 
part of the Duty of Chri/tians to ſubmit unto, and in 
their Practice to;comply with ſuch preſcriptions. They 
will not deny, that we ſhew the Church of Rome 
where the Scripture forbids what that Church requires, 
and this, through all thoſe inſtances of their Corruption 
in Worſhip, for which we pretend it neceſſary for us - 
to depart from her Communion. Now if the Difſen- 
ters can ſhew the like of any condition in our Com- 
munion I promiſe to recant all that I have ſaid in be- 
half of the Church of Eg/and, under this head. of the 
purity of her Communion, and inſtead of Vindicating my 
Defence of our Church as to this particular, to depart 
from her Communion in that thing, whatever - may 
corne of it, from this time forwards. And I truſt that- 
through the Grace of God I ſhould not for the ſake of - 
any Worldly Intereſt, either reſiſt the Evidence of any 
dear Argument tending. to my conviftion, or att in 
| | contradiction 
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contradiQion to a convinced conſcience and judgment, 
in a matter of this high nature. TT | 
- But to deal plainly, the Diſſeaters ſeem to be very 
ſenſible of the uneatineſs of this task, that is, of pro- 
ceeding in the ſame method to convince us of Vnlaw- 
ful Terms of Communion, which we uſe-againſt the 
Church of Rome. They go another way to work, and. 
it would make an Indiffterent Man'ſuſpe& their cauſe, 
to ſee what ſhifts they uſe to make good their pretence. 
They demand of us where Scripture Commands, or what 
need there is of thoſe things, which our Church re- 
quires. They pretend that the Liberty of Chriſtzans 
does in- great part conſiſt in this, that they ought not 
by Man to be determined toany praCtice in Gods Worſhip, 
to which God, or the Nature of the thing has not de- 
termined them. They ſay, that the appointment of - 
Significant Rites-and Ceremonies is a derogation from the 
Royalty of Thrift, and the ſufficiency of the Scriptures. 
And to give ſome countenance to theſe pretences they 
would perſwade us that the Scripture it ſelf intimates 
ſome ſuch thing, as if nothing were to be done in Gods: 
Worſhip but what is by God himſelf Commanded , 
excepting always thoſe circumſtances neceflary tg aCti- 
on, the choice whereof muſt yet be left to every 
Man, and, as we are now taught, Authority muſt not 
ſo much as meddle with them. To this purpoſe we 
are told of the Pattern in-the Mount, of Strange Fire 
that was not Commanded, and of the Unlawfulnefs of 
adding to, or diminiſhing from the Law of Moſes : As if 
theſe places of Scripture made all impoſitions concerning 
the Order of Divine Worſhip, as Unlawful, as the ex- 
preſs Word of God ſhews ſo many particular pra@ices 
of the Roman Church in her Worſhip to be. Burt leaving 
theſe attempts of theirs tobe examined in the more par- 
ticular Controverſies : Who ſees not what a wide dif- 
"3 k ference 
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ference there is in the particular management and appli- 
cation of this general Propoſition, that we muſt not 
Communicate with any Church in 7zparity, between 
the Church of England againſt the "_ and between 
the Diſſenters againſt the Church of Exg/and 2 For we 
are ſecure againlt all juſt accuſation from the Church of 
Rome if this one Propoſition be true, That 2# 7s not 7 
the Power of any Church to diſpenſe with the Laws of God, 
or to abſolve us from our Obligation to keep them. But the 
Diſſenters cannot avoid the Juſtice of our charge againſt 
them, unleſs this propoſition be true alſo, That zhe 
Church hath no Authority in things of an Indifferent Na- 
ture, to preſcribe ſuch in Divine Service, as ſhall be 
thought moſt agreeable to the general Rules of. Reaſon and 
Scripture, and moſt Sutable to the great ends of Chrſtiani- 
77, Now if what we ſay in theſe things will hang well 
together, that is, if the former Propoſition be true, and 
if the Truth thereof, ſhall not hinder the latter from 
being falſe ; then with very good Reaſon may we pre- 
tend that it was neceſſary for us to Separate from Rome 
tor greater purity, or for the avoiding of Sin : But the 
Diſlenters will have 'no juſt ground trom our example 
to pretend the fame, in their Separation from the 
Church of England. 
And, I think.the Difference is plainly enough confeſs'd 
by thoſe of the Separation that hold occafronal Commu- 
ion with our Church to be Lawful, that is who think 
it Lawful to Communicate aQually with us upon oc- 
caſion, though they are all the while Members of Se- 
arate Churches. For x our Communion is pol- 
uted with Sinful conditions, how comes it to paſs that 
this occaſional Communion as they call it, ſhould be more 
Lawful then Conſtant Communion ? Unleſs they will 
ſay it is Lawful ſometimes to break Gods Command- 
ments, but not Lawful to doit ordinarily. ButT _— 
they 
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they will not fay fo. And therefore when they ſay 
that they cannot without Sin become Members of our 
Churches, though without Sin they can ſometimes join 
in our Publick Worſhip ; they feem to ſuppoſe that the 
way of Worſhip in the Separate meetings, is more per- 
fe& than ours in reſpe& of thoſe things which do not 
fall under any particular Law of God, , but may be 
ordered better or worſe, as Menare more or leſs prudent, 
or as they take greater or leſs heed to the general Rules 
of Reaſon and Scripture concerning things Indifferent.- 
And withal that there 15 fo much more gravity, De- 
cency, Simplicity and Tendency to Edification in the 
outward mode of their Worſhip, that it would be a 
Sin to let it fall, or in praGtiſe to prefer ours before it. 
But by this I think any body may ſee what a Difference 
there is between what we; and theſe Men mean by the 
ſame pretence of refuſing to Communicate, where jt can- 
net be done without Sin. For our meaning is, that there 
are ſuch conditions of Communion- in the Church of 
Rome,that as the Caſe ſtands, it would be a Wickednefs to 

. Communicate with her at any time. But they mean 
no- ſuch thing againſt us, ſince without 'Scruple /they 
can ſometimes Communicate with us ; only they ſup- 

' poſe they have ſet up a more perfe&t Communion ; 
and they do not forfake our Communion as Unlawful 
in it ſelf, but they think it their Duty to prefer a bet- 
ter before it. So that in this pretence for Separation, 
theſe Men do 'not anderſtand purity in- oppolition''to 
Sz, or breaking any of ' Gods Commandments ; but- 

purity in oppoſition to a leſs Convenient or Prudent or- 
dering of the outward mode of Worſhip. - That is, 
they do.not underſtand the fame thing by' Separating. 
from the Communion /of a Church for greater purity, 
that we underſtand by-it : Nor can they” urge that pre- 
tence for Separation trom us, as we do urge it _ 

| tne 
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the: Church of Rome: And conſequently our Reafon of ” 
Separating from that Church for greater purity , does 
nat hold to juſtify their Separatic.i from us. 

Upon conſideration of the whole matter 1 hope the 
Papiſts will find no Proteſtant of our Church eaſy and 
filly enough to be deluded by ſuch Superficial Colours | 
as theſe arg. ©. You ſee, ſay they, what is become of 
«* leaving the Communion of the Church for greater 
<« parity. The Proteſtants at firit forſook' the Catholich, 
«<1. e. Roman Church for greater purity. And do not 
<* the Presbyterians forſake the Church of England for 
* greater parity ? And ſo do the Irdependents ſetup 
< their Congregations for greater purity. And the Ana- 
« baptiſts for the ſame reaſon depart from them: And 
*© the Quakers from them 4/1/: And there is no end 
< of breaking Communion upon ſuch pretences as theſe 
« are ; which are as good againſt your ſelves, as they 
<« are againſt us :: And therefore you may chooſe whe- 
<« ther you will return to the Church from which you 
« firſt brake away under pretence of Reformation, or 
« whether you will follow your Principle till you are 
<« Refined into Quakers, or it may be into a more ab- 
<« furd and mad- ſort of People than the Quakers them- 
* {elves are. | 

It is a lamentable thing to ſee Men of Common un- 
derſtanding couzened by ſuch Palpable Fallacies as theſe 

| are ; though it is not to be wondred at, that the A- 

gents of the Roman Church make the beſt uſe of them, 
they can ; ſince a Foul Cauſe muſt be beholden to ſuch 
Artifices as theſe, to blanch it over. 
_ But Ipray might therenot be /ach Corruptions 1n your 
Church, that we with good Reaſon might pretend it 
neceſlary to forſake your Communion for one that was 
purer ; and yet there: may be none in ovrs to give any 


Man Ju/t Cauſe to leave us upon that pretence? Is it 
impoſlible 
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impoſſible that it ſhould ever be juſt and neceſſary to: 
depart from the Communion of a Church. upon the ac- 
count of her Corruptions , . becauſe every Man that 
has.a mouth, and can fpeak, may fay if he pleaſe, that 
he Separates for greater purity, though there be no 
reaſonable Cauſe to ſay fo ? Or does it tollow that be- 
cauſe our Diſſenters are miſtaken in. Believing that we 
have given them ſufficient cauſe to deal by us, as we 
have done by you, that is, to forſake or Communion 
for greater purity, as we have forſaken years upon the 
ſame account ; that therefore we alſo muſt needs pro- 
ceed upon miſtakes in ſo doing 2 What if ſome of them 
are Erroneouſly perſwaded that they ought not.to ſub- 
mit to Zuman Orders 1n the performance of Gods Wor- 
ſhip, if there be »o particular Warrant in Gods Word. 
for them ; may not we for all this be ſure that your 
Church requireth Men: to do things which God hath. 
particularly forbidden ? And if we be ſure of this upon. 
the plain Grounds of Reafon and Scripture ; ſhould 
we be afraid to reject your Communion in theſe things, 
becauſe another ſort of Men are ſo unreaſonably wiltul 
as to rej 
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Aithough our Church had not ordered her publick - 
Wortfhip to difcreetly and careſully, but that in ſundry 
tnings it might be reformed to good purpoſe ; it mighr 
Yet By no means be necetliry tor any of her embers 
t5 forſaxe her Communion ; but it would on the other 
hand be their great fault fo to do, ſo long as ſhe holds 
forth all the neceſſary means of Salvation and requires 
notiing to ke proicſſed, or to be done that is contrary 
to Gods Word. Bur yet it would be neceſſary to re- 
nounce the profetſion of your Impious Errors, and to 
torſake you in all things wherein your ſelves have de- 
parted from the plain Truths of Reaſox and Chriſtianity, 
and contradicted the plain Word and Laws of God. 

Though it may happen that a Man may do ſo Fooli/þ- 
/y, as torun himſelf upon great inconvenience in forfak- 
ing his Habitation, becauſe there is ſome perty Diſeaſe 
reigning thereabouts, which is known to endanger no 
Mans Life .; yet it may be TV;ſely done by another 
Man to run his Country when the Plagae 1s raging in 
every corner of it, eſpecially if he could know that it 
were impoſlible for him to eſcape, if he ſhould tarry 
there any longer : And yet, I ſuppoſe, you will not 
deny but the one as well as the other may pretend that 
be left his dwelling for the fake of Zetter health, and 
»ore ſafety : But I hope you will grant that the later 
pretends this like a Wiſe-Man, trough the other does 
it like a Foo/. The caſe we are upon 15 much what the 
fame. From you it was neceſlary to depart for the 
ſake of greater purity ; but fo it is not neceſſary for 
you or others to depart from us ; and yet others may 
take the ſame Plea into rheir mouths againſt us, and 
we may not be able to help it ; though we can well 
ſhew, that they have no good reafon for it. © 

And thus. much for the Difference of the Caſe with 

reſpect to Separation for greater purity. . 
| 2. 
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2:1 proceed next to conſider the Difference with 
roſe to that common Queſtion, Who ſhall be the 
Fudge ? | | SH Y 

7 he Church of Rome arrogating to her ſelf an Irfalli- 
Zility in determining all Queſtions of Faith, doth in 
purſuance of this claim deny. private perſons the Liber- 
ty of examining her Definitzons by the Holy Scriptures ; 
and requireth them to acquieſce therein without more 
ado, as there is great reaſon they ſhould, if indeed they 
have reaſon to believe her Infallible. The Church of 
England pretendeth not to Infallibility ; But we fay 
that ſhe is not deceived in thoſe points which ſhe pro- 
| pounds to be believed as neceſſary to Salvation, nor in 
rejecting thoſe other Articles which the Roman Church 
propounds under that notion : And agreeably to this 
pretence ſhe hath Tranſlated the Holy Scriptures into 
plain Engliſh, which are the. beſt means whereby to 
Judge, it what ſhe fays be not true ; ſhe not only a/- 
loweth the People to Read them, but exhorteth and re- 
quireth them ſo to do, and cauſeth them to be Publick- 
ly Read to the' People in all Religious Aſſemblies. By 
this means ſhe traineth up her Members to an Abili- 
ty of Judging, according to their ſeveral Capacities ; 
not only .concerning All that ſhe teaches them to be- 
lieve, but alſo concerning All that ſhe teaches them to 
do as their Duty to God or Man ; fo that ſhe does-not 
bring them up, as the Church of Rome Educates her 
Children to an Implicit Faith, and a Blind Obedience. 

But yet the Superiors of our Church do challenge a 
Right to Judge in ſome things for the People commits» 
ed to their OE, and will not allow that in thoſe 
things they ſhould Judge for themſelves ; and they are 
ALL things that relate to Publick Order, and which may 
without Sin be determined one way or: another, 
but are capable of a better or worſe Determihation ; 
| G __ .. that 
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that is, AP Indifferent things, We fay that things of 
this nature being determined by a Competent Authority, 
ought without farther inquiry into the Reaſons of ſuch 
Determination, to be done by all that are under that Au- 
thority. As for the Peoples Faithin God, and their Obe- 
dience to him in doing what he hath Commanded and a- 
voiding what he hath Forbidden, our Church does not 
reſolve that into her own Authority, but into thoſe very 
Reaſons upon which they thatare in Authority do build 
their own Faith and Obedience ; which Reaſons are in- 
cluded in the Holy Scriptures. But as to her Appoint- 
ments and Orders 1n all things neither injoined by God 
himſelf, nor by hum forbidden, ſhe expe&teth Submiſſion 
to them upon the Account of her own Authority ; and 
alloweth not us to Judge of the Expediency or Inexpedien- 
cy of themi before we will Conform our Prattice to them. 
All which is ſo to be underſtood that ſtill her Authority 
in theſe things is ſuppoſed to be of God, and the Duty 
of Submitting thereunto required in the general precepts 
of Obedience toSuperitors. | | 
© Caſein be- But if any Man ask, Who # to be Fudge of things In- 
halfof Difſen- {;Ferent as to a Mans praftice, whether his own Conſcience 
Wa or his Superior ? I Anſwer that as to a Mans own practice, 

himſelf is to be Fudge what things are Indifferent , and 
which conſequently come within the compaſs of Hu- 
© -man Authority to Determin. For it is plain enough 
that by the ſame Rule which ſheweth us what is Duty, 
and what is $i”, we come to Judge of what is /ndifferent. 
And therefore when we grant to Private Perſons a 
| Judgment of Diſcretion concerning Sx and Daty, we 
cannot deny them the right to Judge what is nezther 
Duty mor Sin, but Indifferent ; whuch .is the Sum of 
what the Author of the Caſe 7n behalf of Diſſenters hath 
ſaid upon that matter. | 
But then how can- Authority pretend to abridge pri- 
vate 
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vate Perſons of Fudging, as to their own prattice con- 
cerning different things > To this I Anſwer in the 
Words of the fame Author, where he acknowledges his 
Adverſary to have ſaid well to thoſe who cannot comply 


with ſome things required in the Liturgy and can ſay noP- 36: 


more then that they think them nct Decent, not Expedient, 
ot Orderly, for, ſays he, no Private Perſon is-a Fudge 
of theſe things. Which is an excellent ſaying, but ſo 
dire&ly contrary to the main principles of: his Book, 
that I wonder how it fell from him. We are-then ro 
Judge whether the things required by Authority be 7z- 
different, that is, Lawful ; and then to Judge no farther 
as to our own Prattice : But for the Decency and Expedien- 
cy and Orderlineſs of thoſe things to leave our Superiors 
to Anſwer to God for that.” Our doing them is War- 
ranted by our Rule, which is to obey Authority in all 
Lawful things. | 

. - Now it is'in things of this fort only, and with re 
ſpe& to Order and 'Decency, -and Prudent Determinati- 
' on of what is moſt /ikely to Edify, that our Superiors 
pretend to Judge for us what is, and what is not- to be 
done ; ſo as to allow us no right to Fudge for our. ſelves, 
about them, They claim Obedience to their Conſtituti- 
ons in theſe things,” upon the Account 'of rheir Autho». 
rity, which, when the matter is' ZLawf#/, ſhould with- 
_ out more ado conclude our Prattice. - " 

Indeed they Judge alſo what Faith we are to profeſs, 
what Worſhip we arc to offer up to God, ard'What 
Life we are to lead, in order to our receiving” the- 
benefit of Church Communion ; and by conſequence 
they do take upon them to Judge in our” behalf, what 
are the Articles of the Chri/t;an Faith, what is the true 
Chriſtian Worſhip, and what it is. to lead a Chriſtian 
Life. For otherwiſe it were impoſlible that 'the Mini- 
ſters of Chri/?, ſhould diſcreetly and honeſtly uſe that 
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Authority which he hath left them to take into the 
Church thoſe that are duly qualified for it,and to turn out 
thoſe that are no longer fit to be continued in it. Bur 
ſtill there is a great difference between their Judging 
for 1 in thoſe things, and in the matters aforementi- _ 
oned. | 

For they ſuppoſe that the Articles of the Chriſtzan 
Faith, and the Commandments of God, are the ſame that 
ever they were from the beginning of the Church ; and 
that it is not in the Power of Man to make any alterati- 
ons in theſe ſtanding Rules of Chriftzanity, and that 
Obedience is not due to any Authority of Man going 
about to make ſuch alterations. -From whence it fol- 
lows that Private Perſons ſhould be able to Judge where- 
in true Chriſtianity coſinſts as well as their Superiors,that 
they alſo may offer up unto God a Reaſonable Service. 
To which end the Bible is put into all Mens hands ; 
the meaning of the Scriptures is opened in our Religi- 
ous Aſſemblies ; the People are trained up to under- 
ſtand the particulars of Chriſtian Faith and Obedience, 
with the Reaſons and Motives thereof, that as we faid 
before, they may be able to reſolve their Faith, into the 
ſame grounds of Divine Authority upon which the Bz- 
ſhops and Paſtors of the Church do themſelves believe. 
And we do Unanimouſly acknowledge, that if this 
Church makes the profeſſion of falſe Doctrine, or the 
braking of any of Gods Commandments, a condition 
of her. Communion ; they - that upon this account Se- 
parate from her Communion are before God clear of 
the Guilt of Schifm in. fo doing. And here ſhe makes 
all Private Perſons Judges for themſelves, whether ſhe 
doth this or not, and that by training them up the 
beſt way. ſhe can, to. be able to inform themſelves in 
theſe matters. 


But 
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But the caſe is otherwiſe with reſpeC&t to [ndifferent 
things relating to Gods Worſhip. . For though our Sue 
periors - profeſs that they are not to-meddle, in adding 
to or taking from the Faith and the Commandments -of 
God ; and though they appeal to Private Perſons, that 
they do not in Fa# uſurp an Authority to this purpoſe, 
which they profeſs to diſclaim ; yet in theſe Indifferent | 
things, they claim a Power to add, or diminiſh, or to- 
make ſuch expedient alterations, as they ſhall think fit 
to-be made ; and this without being any way account» 
able to the Peqgple. for their diſcretion in ſo doing, be- 
fore'their Orders be obeyed : And weſay that whoever 
they are, that will not be concluded by Authority in 
theſe things, but upon any pretence whatſoever taken 
from them, do break away from the Communion of 
the Church, they are Guilty of Schiſm 1n fo doing. 

And this muſt be truly faid, if what that Author him- 
ſelf. hath ſaid be true, that no Private Perſon 1 Fudge 
of thoſe things. | 4: 524. 

And now I thinkany one may ſeea vaſt difference be- 
tween the c/aim of the Church of Rowe, to be the one 
ly Judge of what ſhe impoſes upon her Members, and* 
the clam of the Church of England to, the ſame with 
reference to hers ; that in the former caſe it is unjuſt 
and unreaſonable ; but in the later very equal and 
neceſſary, and which no Man that is not over-ruled by 
a fit of paſſion and prejudice, but muſt allow to a Com- 
petent Authority. Ro 

Whereas theretore we have conſidered the points in 
Queſtion between the Ditſenters and our ſelves, with 
reſpett to Prudence, Expedience, and Better Edification : 
We ſay withal that this is more than we were: bound 
to do in order to the Convittion of Diſſenters, that. it 
is their Duty to conform to the Liturgy and:the Laws 
of the Church, - And that becauſe the ARoryy W 
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which they are Eſtabliſht obligeth us to Submiſſion (if 
there be nothing in them to make our Communion 
with the Church Sinful ) though we ſhould be ſo atro- 
gant as to think we could have ordered theſe matters 
with more diſcretion, if o&r Advice had been taken. But 
if, ſetting aſide the conſideration of Authority, we have 
moreover ſhewn that upon all accounts of Decency and 
Expediency, Forms of Prayer are to. be preterred before 
Extemporary Prayers, and that the particulars now ex- 
cepted againſt are ſo far from betraying any want of 
Judgment in thoſe that preſcribed them, that they are 
Indications of the great W:/dom and Caution where- . 
with they proceeded ; we have not, I fay, performed 
this, believing it zeceſſary to prove the Separation to be 
Unjuſtifable, but intending to ſhew thereby that it is 
more Inexcuſable. And although it was no part of our 
Deſign to render thoſe of the Separation more Inexcuſa- 
ble by this performance, yet I beſeech them to take 
care that it happens not ſo in the Event. 

If after all, it be asked what an Inferior 1s to do, 
that Judgeth thoſe things to be /»/awful, which his Su- 
periors in full Perſwaſion that they are 1rdiferent at 
leaſt, require-him to do? I Anſwer, as all Men that 
havea Senſe of Honeſty will Anſwer ; That whileſt he 
is perſwaded that they are Unlawful, he ought to for- 
bear them. But then, as no Man of Underſtandin 
will deny, he is yet a Sinner before God for refuſing 
that Obedience to a Lawful Authority , which he 
ought to perform ; ſince in order to the performance 
of it, he might and ought to underſtand his Duty bet- 
ter than he . only For as the forementioned Author 
fays, Things Indifferent and Things Commanded and For- 
bidden are not Things which we Fancy, but which indeed 
are ſo. It the Light of Nature, and the Holy Scrip- 
tures are a Rule of what is Duty, and what is Sin, they 
are 
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are a Rule alſo of what is Indifferent.: And the fame 
Light that ſhews what is neceſſary to be done, and what 
is . neceſſary not to be done, does withal thew what is 
Lawful to be done or to be forborn. And as an Errone- 
ous perſwaſion that ſomething is Lawfu/ which God 
hath forbidden, will not acquitany Man, that hath rhe 
means of better Information, from Sin, in doing accor- 
ding to his Perſwaſion of the Lawfulneſs of what -he 
does : So neither will any Mans Erroneous Perſwaſi- 
on that his Superiors require him to do what is 7»law- 
fal, whea the thing it ſelf is Lawful , acquit him of 
the Guilt of Diſobedience in following that Perſwaſi- 
on. In what degrees this or that Mans Ignorance in 
theſe things is culpable,God only knoweth for the moſt 
part, and therefore he only can Fudge the World in 
Righteouſneſs. But more or leſs culpable it is in 4// that 
have means'of Knowledge. And it concerns every one 
of us, as welove our own Souls, to conſider Impartial- 
ly, what God hath Commanded and what he hath for- 
bidden in his Word, and conſequently what he- has left 
to our Liberty ; and that becauſe his Word is a Rule . 
ſufficiently plain as to theſe things. | 
For if thoſe to whom God hath given Authority , 
being corrupted in their Judgments by Paſſion or any 
Worldly Intereſt, take thoſe things to be Lawf#/ which 
God hath forbidden,and impoſe them upon All that are ſub- 
5 to their Rule ; their Perſwaſion ſhall not hinder their 
being grievous Sinners againſt God, nor Exempt them 
from beirig anſwerable to him for ab»/ing their Autho- 
rity, and for all the pernicious conſequences thereof in 
drawing ſome Men into Wicked Praftices, and in puniſh- 
ing others for well doing. -- And by like Reaſon, if Sub- 
jetts not rightly attending to the Rule of their Duty, are 
grown to a Perſwaſion that thoſe things are Z/nlawful, 
which their Superiors inioin them to do ; win Hua 
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deed they are Jndifferent ; and. thereupon refuſe to do 
them : This Perſwaſion ſhall not acquit them. before 
God, nor hinder them from being aniwerable for 4bu- 
Jingtheir Liberty, and forall the pernicious Conſequences 
of their Diſobedience, in Setting a bad Example , in 
Breaking the Peace of the Church, 1n Diſturbing Publick 
Order, and, which very often happens, in Giving occa- 
fron to the worſt of Men to profane the Name of God," and 
to ſpeak Evil and Blaſphemous things of his Holy Religi- 
on. I fay, Ignorance will help no-more in this later caſe 
than in the tormer, becaule 1t is as eaſie for the Subjett 
to know what is different, as for the Ruler to know 
what is Z»lawful. Theſe conſiderations I confeſs do 
more properly belong to the laſt Plea of Conſcience ; 
but it was very convenient to touch upon them here, 
where we have been inquiring what things they are, 
in which Authority is to over-rule private Judgmeat, 
and to determine the Practice of Interiors ; and withal 
how. great a difference there is between the Church of 
Rome, and the Church of Eng/azd in Anſwering this 
Common Queſtion : Who ſhall be the Fudge 2? 


3- I come now to the laſt Difference conſequent upon 
the two firſt reſpeting Autbority, and Terms of Commus 
240, and that is the Difference of the Principles upon which 
each fide Separates, as to their tendency either to main- 
tain, or to overthrow one Communion among(t{Chriſtians. 

This will fall under a double Conſideration. 1. That 
of maintaining one Communion amongſt Chriſtians in 
this Kingdom. 2. That of maintaining one Commu- 
nion with Forreign Churches. I ſhall begin with the 
Firſt. | 


1. As to nity at home. The Romaniſt pretends that 


upon the grounds of our Reformation, Diviſions and Se- 
. parations 
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| tions will be endleſs amongſt us ; ie aids pit | 
Le the principles of the Separation from the Church of 
England, Todd to the ſame : But With what difference 
of Reaſon on each-ſide, 'it is caſy to Judge by what has 
been ſaid already. We have Reafon-to' think there 
would be no end of Diviſions, if'a Competent Authorj 
injoining nothing but what is Lanf/ to be done 1n | 
Communion of Chriſtians, is not to be obeyed- :* And 
certainly this may be very true, although it” be falſe, 
that to Submit to the Authority: of the Roman Church, 
and that. too in things Unlawful to be _— any. 
Chriſtian,or by any Mar, is mir. to prevent Div | 
ons. We' ſay farther, that there can be no- need 
of an Eccleſiaſtical Tyramiy on the one hatid, and a dlind 
Obedience onthe other, to keep thoſe Chriſtians! | 
in one Communion that. live within one Furiſdiftion ; 
if a dxe uſe of Authority in Lawful Superiors on the 
one hand, and a Dutife! Subjeftion of Inferiorsthereun- 
to, on the other, would do the buſineſs, as'moſt (cer- 


tainly it would. Bur if ſome Men will be Stubborg, we - © 


cannot help that, any more than we can hinder: other 
Men-from being Tyrants. But we are ſure it concerns 
both. the one; and the other, as: much as their-Salvati- 
on concerns them,not to be ſo, ' And if this conſiderati- 
on will not keep them within bounds,:and/make them 
Wife and Honeſt ; they muſt Anſwer it to:God/ one 
day. And in the mean time Subjefs that Suffer ©n- 
juſtly for. refuſing to Obey the — Commands of 
their s; muft- bear-ir as; patient] y as they ſain, 
and by their Prayers 70 God, and: their Meet Obedience 
to therr Rulers in all Laufut endeavour: 'to reco- 
ver themſelves into: their good Opinion, *And' Supert- 
ors that: are vexed with] Froward and Diforderly Sub- 
jets who break Chriftia» Communion when -no- juſt 
Cauſe is givenithem;' PTY to wer 
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the Truth” before them ; and if this be to no purpoſe, 
they muſt uſe their Authority as Prudently as they cen 
to prevent the Evil Example from going tarther. 

We are ſenſible what advantages the Papi/ſ#s make 
to themſelves againſt our Reformation by the examples 
of Diſſenters, and the Diſſenters by the Papiſts. When 
the Papiſts have Men and Women of weak underſtand- 
ings to deal with, they tell them, that the Reformation 
15 run out 1nto-ſeveral Sefs and Parties, and no Man 
can tell where Separation will end : If therefore you 
Love Unity, return to the Church of Rome where we 
are all of one Faith and Communion. The Separatiſts 
on the other ſide ſet off their claims to an unreſtrain- 
able Liberty of chooſing in what Communion to Wor- 
ſhip God, by ſhewing to their Proſelytes the 7yranny 
of the Rowan Church. Now we of the Church of Eng- 
land are as much againſt the Tyrannical ſurpations of 
that Church as the: Diſſexters, and as much for 2nzty 
againſt cauſfleſs Separation, and for Obedience to Lawful 
Authority againſt Stubbornneſs,'as the Romaniſts. ' And 
both theſe upon principles that: confiſt well with one a- 
nother. We fay on the one fide that -a Foreigner 
ſhould not affe&t an Authority. over us, and that thoſe 
- who have the Authority, ought to: require nothing 'in 
the Communion. of Chriſt;ans,. but what-is agreeable 'to 
Gods Word, and Lawful to be done: And on the other 
ſide, that-in ſuch things we ought to'do what is Com- 
manded, -and by no means to run into a Separate Conm- 
munion. | Upon-theſe principles we departed:from Romie, 
and ſtick where we are; and I truſt that through the 
Grace of God, we ſhall neither go back to Rome, nor 
run after-the Separation, there being no need, either of 
the former-to preſerve 7nzty, or of the later to avoid 
Tyranny. f10Þ x =Y $£949 t 

To draw to'a conclufion 'of this matter; 'The main 

| Reaſon 
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Reaſon of our Separation from Rowe was this, that we 
could not continue in her Communion,: without: doing 
things that God hath plainly forbidden: The Retor- 
mation of our Church was at. firſt | effeted-+by,. and 
hath all along ſtood upon Good and Juſt Authority : 
She does not-only. hold forth all neceſſary. means of -. 
Salvation, but ſhe requires nothing.to be done..in her - 
Communion: that is. contrary,.to,.Gads Word. ,: And - 
therefore we hold our ſelves. bound under the pain 'of 
Schiſm to continue in her Communion. Now I do not 
underſtand how upon theſes prineiples Men muſt run 
into Endleſs Separations, unleſs it be.impoſlible for us 
( whatever we pretend) to know who are our Lawtul 
Governours, and to know what God Hath Commanded, 
'and what he hath Forbidden: us to do. And I muſt 
confeſs if theſe things be Impoſlible to be known tis a 
Fooliſh thing for any Man to trouble his Confaence 
with Caſes of Communion and Separation.; As for. the 
Diſſenters { to omit the 7rdependents whoſe Churches 
'aren their very Conſtitution inconſiſtent with Submit- 
ting to a Common Authority in matters. of Worlhip.) 
they have forſaken us for nothing -but becauſe the 
Forms of our.-Worſhip, or our two or three Ceremonzes 
in it, are not Commanded in Gods Word, and-.becauſe 
in thay left otherwiſe -to our Liberty, we are. deter> 
mined by the Authority of our Superjors : Or becauſe 
theſe things might be better. prderedy, and;becauſe the 
Communion. which they have .taken-.upon them-to-4 
up' in. Oppoſition to the. Church of, Zngland.is purgr 
than ours, though ours be a Lawful Communion. : Now 
theſe principles do indeed: tend to, Endleſs Separations 
unleſs theſe Men could tell us either, how; we-could: be 
United in one Communion, though a4. of us.believed.if 
Unlawful to Obey a Competent Authority that ſbould.preſunte 
te determin any Indifferen \things relating to Gods Worſhip ; 
| ” H 2 | ar". 
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or what particalar Communion that is from which it would 
be Vnlaufal to Separate even upon this principle ; *7hat 
there is mo Obligation to Communion, where there 1s any 
thing poſſible to be mended in the outward mode of Gods 
Wor - In a Word, they that Separate upon Juſt and 
Neceſſary cauſes as the Church of England hath done 
from the Church of Rome, and ſtop there, are not to: 
be charged with the -confequence- of their prattice , 
who Separate without ſuch Cauſes, as the Dzſſenters do 
from our Church. And if they have proceeded farther 
than they are able to juſtify themſelves by the princi- 
ples of our Reformation, they muſt Anſwer for it 
themſelves. Ian 


2. The principles of our Reformation do not obftru#t 
our Communion with any true Church of Chrift a- 
broad, where there areno Unlawful Terms of Commu- 
nion. - But ſo do the principles of the Diſſenters Se- 
paration. | | | SY 

By the ſame reaſon that our Governours determit 
one Common order of Worſhip and Difcipline for the 
Churches over which they have Authority ; "The Go- 
vernours of other Churches alſo may determin in theſe 
things according to their Prudence for the People ſub- 
je&t to their Authority. And we, who blame the 
Church of Rome for interpoſing her Authority. amongſt 
us, with whom ſhe has no more Right to meddle than 
any other Forreign Church has, muſt 'in' all things that 
come within the _— of Chniſtians, leave other 
Churches that are as Independent upon 7s as we are 
upon Rome, to their Authority and Liberty. And this 
is what our Church has expreſly declared. - i» theſe our 
doings we condemn not other Nations nor preſcribe any thing 
Þut to our own People only, for we think it convenient that 
every Country ſhould uſe ſuch Ceremonies as they ſhall _ 

| K 
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beſt te the ſetting forth of Gods Honor and Glory, and to Preface to the” je, - 


the reducing 'of the People'to- a moſh Patrfeft and Goa / Liturgy 
ing of ple Lao 


lroing without Error or Superſtition, 'and that 
pet away other things, which from time: t0 time they per- 
cerve to be moſt abuſed, as in Mens Ordinances it oftey 


chanceth diverſly in divers Conntries. In purſuance of 
which excellent and truly Catholick Declarationl would: 


not only Communicate with Foreign Churches, who 
differ from us in nothing but matters of Form'and Ce- 


remony ; but if I were amongſt them, I ſhould obſerve _ 


their Eſtabliſh'd /odes and Forms of Worſhip;and Gate 
- I thought our own-way- at home, en upon all rtit 
accounts of Order and Decency and 7ende 

tion, to be preferred before theirs ; yet I ſhould not 
only conform to their way ; but Religiouſly abſtain from- 
creating any prejudice againſt it in the minds of Chri/ti- 
an People in_ thoſe places; and rather do all that Z/c- 
xeſtly 1 could to bring thoſe to a favourable Opinion 
of it, who were prejudiced againſt it. This is that 
Rule which St. 4a/ti» thought ſhould take place, not 
only in reſpe& of thoſe Orders which were Eſtablifyd 
by Synods of Biſhops, but in reſpect alſo of thoſe Cx- 
ſftoms which had crept into- particular Churches though 
it was hard to tell why or #ow they came in. Iv things 


of this Nature ſaith he there is one moſt wholeſom Rule to. 4d Fanuarium. 


to Elffica- | 


/@ 
4 


be obſerved, That wherever we ſee any of them obtain which WP: **9: 


are neither contrary to Paith nor good Manners, ani have 
fome tendency to Edification, we ſhould not only abſtain 
from: finding fault with them, but Commend and Prattiſe 
them our ſelves. And yet he complains in thus very E- 


iſtle of the multitude of Ceremonious Obſervations, in 


which particular Churches differed from one+-afiother,. 
and wiſhes that a Reformation were made-by Autho- 
rity. Thus in the foregoing Epiſtle, ſpeaking 6fthe diffe: 


rent obſervations of divers places, for Inſtance, gy + 
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faſt upon the Saturday and ſome do not, &c. and of all 0- 
ther things of this kind which are to be accounted" Indif- 
ferent ; Nothing, ſays he, does more become the Gravity 
and Prudence of a Chriſtian, then to do after the manner 
of that Church into which he ſhall happen to come. Then 
he relates St. Ambroſe his celebrated Anſwer to Monica 
about things of this ſort : Whey. 7 am at Rome 7 Faſt on 
the Saturday, when I am here at Milan 7 do not Faſt. 
And ſo when thou comeſt into any Church, obſerve its Cu- 
Stoms if thou wonldeſt neither give juſt Cauſe of Offence, 
nor take Offence without Cauſe. This advice St, Auſtin 
magnified highly, and the more he thought of 1t- the. - 
better he liked it. For, fays he, 7 have oftenwith great 
ſorrow confidered how the minds of Weak Chriſtians have 
been diſturbetl, by the Quarrelſom humour and Superſtiti- 
ous Niceneſs of ſome of the Brethren, who upon very ſlight 
grounds of Reaſoning,or being addifted to their own Cuſtoms 
at home, or fond of what they have obſerved abroad, raiſe 
fach Wrangling Diſputes about things that cannot be clear- 
ly Da either by the Authority of Holy Scripture, 
or the Univerſal Tradition of the Church Catholick, or by 
the Conſideration of what is beſt for Reformation of Life, 
that they. ſeem to reckon nothing well done, but what they 
do themſelves. I ſhall add no more but that plain Rule 
he gives elſewhere tothis purpoſe: As to things in which the 
Scripture defines nothing certain one way or the other, the 
Cuſtom of the Church, and the Decrees of our Anceſtors, 
are to be held for Law. | 

Now by this and much more that might be produ- 
ced,we may ſee what the true Notion of that Liberty was 
which the Ancient Church allowed in matters of Indit- 
ference. -Not 'that there was 'no Rule in the _ 
lar Churches for the Ordering and Regulating of: things 
of this ſort : For we find the Biſhops did uſe their Au- 
thoriy in theſe things, over thetr charges, as St. Am- 

| ; | broſe's 
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broſers Words te St. Auſtir's Mother about the foremen- 


tioned caſe do plainly imply. Refiſt not thy Biſhop in Ep. 86, 


this matter ; but what he does, that do thou without any. 
Scruple or Diſpute: And beſides thoſe / 


eps” Cuſtoms, 
the Variety and Multitude of which St. Auſtin com- 


plains of, there were the Determinations of Epiſcopal Sy- Ep. 119. 


ods concerning things not Determined in Scripture , 
which he does not complain of. But their Liberty con- 
ſiſted in this, that che Rules of this ſort eſtabliſhr in 
the Communion of any Church, were not impoſed up- 
on Foreign Churctic .and Catholick Communion was 
not broken upon A account of different Rites, and 
Cuſtoms. For though St. Auſtin was ſorry to ſee the 
minds of ſome Weak Chriſtians troubled about Queſti- 
ons of this kind, yet I do not' find that he had any 
occaſion given him to complain that Communion was 
broken upon theſe accounts ; as before his time it had - 
been, by Pope Yi#ors raſhneſs in preſuming to Excom- = 
municate the A4fatick Biſhops for obſerving Eafter upon 
the fourteenth of March; had not /r&n2us and other Wiſe 

and Moderate perſons ſeaſonably interpoſed. 

To apply all this to the matter in hand : Since the 
Church of Rome has made fuch things conditions of 
Communion with her as are in St. A»/ti#'s phraſe” con- 

. trary to Faith and Good Manners, our Separation from 
_ her upon this account, does not at all hinder us from 
Communicating with any true Church in the World, ' 
that does not bar us out by Unlawful Terms of Com- - 
munion. For in things: that God hath left at Liberty, 
this Church preſumes not to interpoſe her Authority 
abroad ; nor refuſes the Communion of thoſe Chur- 
ches whoſe Cuſtoms and Obſervations are different from 
ours meerly becauſe they are different. Nay, let the 
Church'of Rome her ſelf make an end of Impoſing Falſe 
Doftrines and Wick:d Prafices, and there will be ” 
j en 
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end of our Separationfrom her : Let her giveover Coms _ 
-manding things that God hath Forbidden, and make- 
ing Articles of Faith of things that are not revealed, but © 
are indeed contrary to Senſe and Reaſon ; and ſhe 
may for us uſe her Authority at home in things Indifferent; 
and though the be guilty of great Abuſes even in this 
kind, which need a Reformation ; yet I for my part 
ſhould not break Communion with her for theſe things, 
if ſhe would throughly Purge her ſelf from the-other, 
In the mean time we are of one Communion with all 
Foreign Churches that preſume natto change the Faith, 
nor to contradict the Laws of Godgnd. this we ſhould de- 
- monſtrate by atual Communion with them, if we.had 
occaſion to go abroad amongſt them. | | 
But this makes our caſe very Different from that of 
the Diſſenters who Separate from the Church. For ſo 
long as they withdraw from our Communion for the 
ſake of Ecclefiaſtical Orgers that are not contrary to Gods 
Word, and Separate from us upon this principle, that 
every thing is Unlawful in Gods | Worſhip which ;is 
not Commanded in Scripture, but enjoined by our Su- 
periors only ; they muſt not upon thoſe principles have 
Communicated with any Church in the Primitzve times, 
when there were far more Z/ncommanded Rites and C- 
ſages Eſtabliſh'd,for the regulating of Worſhip,than now 
there are in our Church. And upon theſe principles 
they muſt not. Communicate with any Reformed Chur- 
ches abroad, ſince how different fo ever the External 
Mede of their Worſhip may be from ours, yet ſome they 
all have, and that conſiſting of Rules not Determined 
by Gods Word, but by the Law or Cu/tom of Man. To 
New England they muſt not go, hoping to find a Com- 
munion there Lawful to be embraced upon theſe prin- 
ciples. © The. Noxconformiſts to our Liturgy and Diſci- 
line that are, there, will ſtand to their own cenſures 
concerning, 
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concerning Worſhip and Diſcipline, and will make out 
by their Church Authority ſuch as it is, what they can- 
not ſhew Chapter and Verſe for. Our Separatiſts it 
they go thither ſhall find no other ſe of their Liberty 
allowed there, but Conformity and Compliance with that 
way of Worſhip and Government which there obtains. 
It is.a plain caſe that 'they who Separate from our 
Church upon the account - of Unommanded Rites 
and Practices in Gods' Worſhip, are ſomething more 
obliged by this principle to avoid Communion with 
all Foreign Churches ; if Rules for Cuſtoms concern- 
ing things  Indifferent are to be foiind amongſt them 
all, as moſt certainly ſuch- Rules more or fewer all of 
them have : For in the former caſe our Separatifts are 
diſobedient to their proper Governours and Paſtors, whole 
Authority over them is ſome thing more clear and 1n- 
diſputable, than that of the Governovrs of other Chur- 
ches where they might happen to'go. - And therefore 
if they will not in things of this Nature, be Deter- 
mined by an Authority at home, there is leſs reaſon to be- 
lieve their Conſciences will ſuffer them 'to be Deter- 
mined therein by one abroad. T conclude therefore 
that though our Reformation leaves usfree to Commu- 
nicate with all Churches abroad, that, do'not require 
Sinful Terms of Communion as the Church of *Rome 
does; yet the Separation of the Diſſenters from us pro- 
ceeds upon [grounds deſtrutive of Communion with 
any Church in the World” - ot 2 
Indeed Tbelieve, moſt of our Diſſenters wonld Com- 
municate with ſeveral Reformed Churches ' abroad, but 
in ſo'doing they muſt depart fromthe*principles upon 
which they 'Separate- at home ; ufikeſs they can find a 
Reformed Church; which-exerciſeth no'Arthority in 
Forms of Prayer, nor in" any Tdifferent thin gs for the 
external Regulation of Publick Worſhip. Bur where 
| | - ſuch 


"1 


HF. 


fuch a Church is to be found, I am yet to be inform- 
cd. | $ 

And thus much concerning thoſe Differences of the 
Caſe, that are Conſequent upon the Difference in point 
of Authority and of Terms of Communion. 


3- I come now to conſider the Jaſt Plea I propoun- 
ded which I confeſſed was not only Common to both 
ſides, but which alſo may be as truly a/edged on the 
one fide, as on the other. And that 1s the Plea of Con- 
ference, | . 

The Diſlenters ſay that they Separate from us, bein 
perſwaded that they ought ſo todo. And I muſt _—_ 
jay tnat ſome Degree of Integrity is 1implyed in this 
Plea, if honeſtly it be made ; and ſuch a Degree it is, 
as without which no Man can be an honeſt Man. And 
therefore inſtead of going about to make 1t queſtion- 
able whether indeed it be out of Conſczence, that they 
generally Separate from us: ; I ſhall here admit it, ad- 
ding only that it ſtands every one of them in hand , 
to be as ſure as they can be, that there 1s this Reaſon 
at leaſt for their Separation from us. And T hope none 
of them will take this admonition 1n ull part ; ſince 
I charge my ſelf and deſire all the People of our own 
Communion to be caretul that we be fully perſwaded in 
our own minds that in Duty to God we are bound to 
Separate even from the Church of Rome ; and that'we 
do not either chuſe one Communion or-refuſe another 
for Carnal and Worldly Intereſt. For we ſay the 
very ſame thing , viz. That in Conſcience we are 
perſwaded, that to forſake the Communion of the 
Church of Rome, and of every Church in her Com- 
munion,, as the Terms of her Commumion now ſtand, 
is 2 neceſ{fary Duty. But then if we had no more to 
ſay for our ſelves then this comes to, we ſhould om 
; ut 
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but a very Weak Apology for our Separation from the 
Roman Church, and have ſome Reaſon-to be. aſhamed 
of it. 

For, to deal plainly, this is no more then” what a 
Turk or a Jew may fay for refuſing to become a Chriſt;- 
an, and no more then what he may truly ſay too, that 
is, that his Conſcience will not let him be a Chriſtiar, 
ſince he is verily perſwaded that Chriftzanity ts not from 
God, ſo far as it is contrary to the Religion by him 
profeſſed. Now this, if it be truly faid, ſhall make 
him a more honeſt Turk or Few, than another that 1s in 
his Conſcience convinced of the Truth, which with 
his mouth he denies, yet it ſhall not make zhat which 
he profeſſes to be more true in 4» mouth, than. it is 
in the mouth of a Zypocrite. And I ſuppoſe no Chri#ti- 
an will fay that his pretence of Conſcience though it 
be not meer pretence, will acquit him of Sin in rejeQ- 
ing the Goſpel of Chriſt when it's offered to him with 
reaſonable Evidence. From whence I think it follows, 
that the-Mifrnformation of his Conſcience, or his Erroneous 
perſwafſion is his Sin. And therefore though it be: true 
that we do Separate from the Roman Communion. out 
of Conſcience ; yet whether we do well upon the whole 
matter in this or not, muſt be judged of by thoſe rea- 
ſons upon which - we are. perſwaded: that ſo: we ought 
todo, and not meerly-by our perſwaſion it ſelf. -For:0- 
therwiſe we ſhould lay down a principle that would 
Vindicate a Man in the greateſt. Errors that an be 
profe(s&d, and juſtify,himin-the-moſt Wicked thingsthat 
can be done under an Erroneous perſwafion:that thoſe 
are not Errors and that;theſe are not Wicked Things: | 

Wherefore I beſeech all thoſe that forſake the Com- 
munion of. the Church of Eng/and, upon a general and 
looſe perfwaſion of which they are able togivelittle qr nd 
particular account, that they do well.in-forſaking us, 
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and that they fhould' Sin in Communicating with us : 
I beſeech them; I fay, to lay this to heart, and a moſt 
evident truth it is, that if their perſwaſtom-be Errone- 
ous, they are: notwithſtanding their perſwaſion guil- 
ty of Schiſm: And withal, that if they are perſwaded, 
this is no great matter, as I plainly perceive they are 
tor the moſt part, yet if Schiſm be a very great and 
aggravated Sin ; neither will their /gzorance acquit 
th:m- of gxilt proportionable to the heinous Nature of 
the Sin. For my part I ſhould not envy their ſafety, 
could I believe they had reaſon to be ſecure, upon giving 
this account of their Separation and that honeſtly too, 
that they are ſatisfied in Conſcience about it ; and there 
iS an end. But I have reaſon to warn them of the 
Danger of ſuch Preſumption ; ſince many of the Jews 
and Heathens that delivered up the Servants of Chriſt 
to be Kilted for their profeſſion, were doubtleſs fatis- 
fied in Conſcience, that they. did God Service in fo 
doing. And for ought I know ſome that have ſerved 
the ends of the Bloody Church of Rowe, may have been 
ſo perſwaded too. But do you think: that God will 
give them thanks for what they did, becauſe of their 
good meaning ? And if youdo not think fo ; you have 
no reaſon to: conclude that you ſhalt be acquitted ' 
frop your Separation, if a Si it be, and a great one 
too, meerly becauſe you do not believe it to be a mat- 
ter. of any great' Conſequenee, or indeed any fault at 
all, but Eo. a Duty. 

I'do not know to what purpoſe Divine Truth is 
made known to us by Nature and by Scripture, and the 
Laws of God are Written upon our Zearts, and theſe 
. and more Laws beſide Written in: the Goſpel , if we 
might yet be- ſafely Ignorant of our Duty as we-are 
Men, or as we are Chriſtians, and of that 7ruth which 
is neceſſary to the performance of that Duty. To _ 
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end hath God made &xown his W:Z, and given us the 

cans of knowing it, and a Reaſonable Nature to make 
us capable of uſing thoſe means, if Ignorance might 
ſtifl be Pleaded in our Juſtification > For my Part T 
cannot tell, and let him that cannot look to ir, that 
no Prejudice nor Paſſion, nor Lazineſs, nor Worldly 
Intereſt lye at the bottom of his Hearr either to: hin- © 
der his ſearching, or if he ſearches, to hinder his find- 
ing out that Divine Truth, which is the Rule of his 
Duty. I fay this the rather, becauſe no body will de- 
ny thatit is well faid. But tit fares with this as it does 
with many other good Sayings, it is ſtill by all ac- 
knowledged to be good, but it is by few well applied. 
But thus far at leaft I may deſire thoſe of the Sepa- 
ration to apply it to themſelves, that if they 2mmnece/- 
farily Divide themſelves from the Communion of this 
Church, the perſwaſion of their Conſcience that they 
are bound to divide from us, will by no means bring 
them off in ſo doing from the Condemnation that be- 
longs to that Sir. | | 

' To break the Communion of Chriſtians is quite con- 
trary to the Ordinance and Inſtitution of Chrift, who 
made his Church oxe Body ; and the Conſequences of 
it are very DeſtruCtive of all the great ends of Chriſti- 
anity, and in ſuch Caſes, the blame is very great, 
wherever it lies ; and I will be bold to fay, it 
could not be very great , if it were hard . for an 
honeſt and unprejudiced mind*to find what ought,and 
what ought not to be. done to maintain Zx#ty of Comr- 
munion amongſt Chriſtians. And therefore it concerns 
every Man as he tenders the Salvation of his Soul, to 
look. to it, that the Cauſe of his Separation . be Juſt. 
For this is one : of thoſe Caſes wherein” a meer Per- 
ſwaſion of Conſcience, will not ſecure a'Man aFingac- 
cording to it- from: ſinning againſt- God: * And fro 
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hence it is evident that -this Plea that we cannot in 
Conſcience hold Communion with the Church of Rome, 
may in our mouths be a very good Plea againſt the 
Papiſts, as without queſtion it is if our Conſciences are 
rightly informed as to the Points controverted between 
them and us : But the fame Plea in the mouths of the 
Diſſenters againſt the Church of E:g/and, may not be 
good, as moſt certainly it is not, it they areperſwaded 
that our Church hath given them juſt Cauſe for their 
Separation, when there is indeed no ſuch matter. And 
therefore we may at leaſt hope that they will all of 
them now ſeriouſly apply themſelves to conſider the 
merits of the Cauſe between them and us, which they 
are now in an eſpecial manner bound to do, ſince 
the Charity of the Miniſters of this- City hath made 
the doing of it caſie to all Perſons , that will be at 
the Pains to Judge for themſelves, and that by bring- 
ing down the particular Queſtions in Controverſy be- 
tween them and us to the Capacity of Ordinary Chriſtians. 
And if they will not uſe this Opportunity that is given 
them to Conſider theſe things they will have the more 
to Anſwer to God ; and they moſt of all that diſiwade 
them from rt. | 

To conclude this Point : whereas the Papi/ts de- 
claim againſt our Separation from them, under pretence 
of Conſcience, as if this had ſhewn the way to all 
forts of Sefaries to Separate from us upon the ſame pre- 
tence : We hope that all Perſons who. are not willing 
to be deceived, will be able to Diſtinguiſh between a 
miſguided Conſcience on the one hand, and a we# 7u- 
formed Conſcience on the. other ; and: then proceed 
to examine the Reaſons of our Separation, whether they 
be not Fuſt and Neceſſary ; and if they find them ſo to 
be, that they will acquit us from all their blame, who 
Separate without /uch Reaſons., .. For it-.is. very ne 
al 
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and unjuſt not to allow the pretence of Conſcience to. 


be good in any Caſe, becauſe it is not fo in all -Caſes, 
Surely if one Mans Conſcience tell him that he may 
and ought to Rebel, while himſelf does not believe 


that 'tis Rebellion he is going about ; this hinders not, 


but another Man may Lawfully and juſtly pretend Con-- 
ſcience for his Loyalty , and Duty to the Government. 
Ar:d though in ſome Places of the World, there are 
Sovereign Princes, who extend their Authority for the 
maintaining of Damnable Errors, and the ſuppreſſing of 
Gods Holy Truth, and all the while believe that t 

uſe their Power as they ought to do' ; yet this ſhallnot 
hinder but that Princes who believe and profeſs the true 
Religion , and withal prote&t and encourage it with 
their Authority as much as they can, being fully per- 
ſwaded that ſo they ought to do,that they, I ſay, ſhall 
for this receive Gods thanks and rewards , while the 


former ſhall go without them. In like manner' Con- . 


ſcience may be pretended for Diſobeying the juſt Laws 


of that Authority which God hath ſet in the World, 
and in the Church ; but this thall not hinder his Plea 


from being good , who pretends Conſcience for re- 
fuſing to Commit 7dolatry,though all the Powers under 
Heaven ſhould require him fo to do. Men may by 
miſtake, think they do God good Service in murdering 
his Servants ; For this has been done by you of the 
Church of Rome. And if in ſuch: P/aiz Caſes as theſe, 


your underſtandings have been fo foully Corrupted, it 


1s not ſo greatly to be wondred at', that the Judg- 


ments of other Men are fo perverted by Intereſt and 


Paſſion, as to believe themſelves Countermanded by God 
in things required by their Superiors ; but in which it 
would zo? he-their Sin, but a Performance of their Duty 
to obey. And yet I hope this Anſwer whether" 77 be 
better to Obey God or Man, Fudge ye, was once Fruly and 
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Pertinently .made.; .and may be ſo again. And ſo much 


' for the Difference of the Caſe with reſpe& to Con- 


ſcience ; which was the laſt thing to be conſidered. 


And now I know that all this will Fgnify very little 
tro any Man that brings not an honeſt mind with him 
to Conſider it, or who had rather take his Opinions 
in theſe things upon Truſt, than be at the Pains to 
Judge for himſelf. But why ſhould a Man difparage 
himtelf ſo much , as not to uſe that Underſtanding 
which God hath given him in matters that Concern his. 
Salvation ? Why ſhould he be ſuchan Enemy to him- - 
ſelf, as not to let go a Dangerous miſtake , when he 
may enjoy the Truth inſtead of it, if he will uſe Rea- 
ſonable Diligence to Conſider what is ſaid on both ſides? 
Give me leave to put you in mind of your Duty in 
this Caſe, in the Words of an Anctent Chriſtian Writer 
T1 all matters of Praftice and Duty it Concerns every Man 
to uſe his own Judgment and Diſcretion, in ſearching for 
Truth , and in weighing what is fit to be done, rather 

7 into Error and Sin, by ſuch a Cre- 
dulous reliance upon others, as if himſelf had not the Rea- 
fon of a Man,and were incapable of Confideration. God bas 
given to every Man his ſhare of Wit both to find out ſome 
thirgs by himſelf, and to weigh. thoſe which he hears from 
others. Tis Natural to all men to love Wiſdom, and to 
defire the Knowledge of the Truth. And they make. Fools 
of themſelves, who without Diſcretion take the Words of 
their Leaders for all that they ſay, and follow them 
more like Beaſts, than like Reaſonable Creatures, which 
words are not ſo to be taken.,as if it were Diſhonourable 
or Dangerous to any Man to make uſe of the. help of 
others in Learning the Truth: For this were to deſtroy 
the uſe of the Miniſtry in the Church of Chriſt, and to 


take away the benefit of mutual endeavours to lead 
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one another into a right Underſtanding'of our Duty. 
But for all this, it may be a very Foolith and Unman- 
ly part, and it may betray us into very: Dangerous” 
Errors, not'to uſe our own Judgment at all in matters 
of Sin and Duty ,' and in he 1 leading to the one” 
or the other; but inſtead thereof to rely altogether - 
upon their Authority whom-we have taken -for 'qur 
Guides. This is what we ſay both to-the People: of 
the Popiſh,” and: of the' Diſſenting, Party ; tliat it they 
would apply themſelves with Ordinary Diligence, - 
and with a ſincere mind, to find out the' Truth: in 
thſe Caſes they would not meet with any great Difficulty 
to;' Perplex them in the way ; eſpecially if they whoſe 
Authority they very much rely upon, would ſpeak as 
plainly and clearly to the Points in Queſtion as, with- 
' _ out Vanity I may ſay, we have hitherto done. 


- We do'not defire them [to ſtop their Ears againſt 
thoſe whom they» follow. at preſent: All that we'beg 
of them is, that they would not take every thing upon 
Truſt, that others tell them in theſe - matters, but hear 
what we alſo have to offer-to them, and not only+hear, 
but conſider and weigh it with the beſt Judgment they 
have. . And let me fay this to all thoſe whom I now: 
ſpeak of, whether Papiſts or Diſſenters, that if- you ſet 
your ſelves with a fincere deſire: of being -rightly- In- _ 
formed, to compare /our Reaſons , -with' chem whom 
 bitherto-you-have. truſted, ſorne Advantage 'you-will 
gain by: it} whatever the- Succeſs be.' 'For-i7f the 
Truth be not ox: our | (ide, your will 'in- all likelitiood 
get_ this benefit-;by it; to prturyrerns ma aan 
way, upom:better. grounds than yo had: before.” Bur! 
if. whe 5.av is then ochectopodrehes 'througly the- 
Grace of:God-you will-difcern/it, and\entertais- it; for 
whicli bleſſing you :and: we-ſhall have great ay 
TE” 2 K yield 
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yield our hearty Thanks and Praiſes to the Father of 
Lights ; who giveth Wiſdom to them that ask him. But 
if you ſhould be ſo unhappily Prejudiced on the wrong 
ſide as to miſs this benefit, yet let me tell'you it will 
turn to ſome good account for you at laſt, that you 
took Pains to be better informed-; and that you 
were not altogether wanting to your ſelves to come to 
2 right Underſtanding of your Duty 1n theſe Particu- 
lars, by diſpoſing your ſelves to Impartiality, and by. 
Reading, and Meditating, and Praying 1n all this, for the 
Hllumination of Gods Holy Spirit. 


And now, I truſt, there is little need to tell you, 
that if your Leaders diſcourage you from taking this 
pains, it may juſtly make you ſuſpe&t that your Cauſe 
will not bear the Trial. It they would keep up your 
Confidence by their own, and all the while divert you 
from cemparing one thing with another, and from 
trying what is faid on both ſides ; you have ſufficient 
_ Cauſe to Queſtion either their Honeſty or their Un- 
derſtanding. And the more unwilling they are that 
you ſhould examin what we and they fay, the more 
Reaſon do they give you to reſolve that you will do 
ſo. | Sify 


I have ſhewn how greatly different the Caſe of the 
True Engliſh Proteſtant is from-that of the Papi/t-on: 
the one hand, and:that. of the Separatift on the other. 
And though the difference be ſo very notorious as it 
is, yet we know the a ty Prieſts have repreſented our 
Reformation under ſuch Colours, as to 'make it look 
like Faxatici/m., i and- the Diſſenters are made; to. be- 
lieve on the other hand-that our Reformation. is but a 
better ſort, of ; Popery. , And--ſome little popular-things 
are ſaid on both ſides to make theſe pretences — _ 

rut 
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Truth. But now I haye brought theſe Colours into 
the Light ; and if you will but-take upon your ſelves 
to- uſe your own Eyes, you may, I think, eaſily dif- 
cern that you have been all this while abuſed. At leaſt 
I have given you Reafon enough to make farther In-' 
quiries,and to Conſider more particular Queſtions. But 
if upon Reading this general Diſcourſe, you ſhould: 
reſolve to keep where you are, and' to trouble your 
ſelves no farther ; I am Confident the true Reaſon there- 
of muſt be this, that you are afraid to proceed, leſt 
you ſhould be convinced ; and this is nothing leſs than 
Wilfully to bar up your minds againſt the Knowledge 
of the Truth. For though I have no conceit of this 
performance, as if I had done any great matter in it; 
yet I am Conſcious to my ſelf that I intended honeſtly 
all along, and I am ſure I have Written plainly, and 
have laid ſome things together that may give juſt oc- 
cafion to any well meaning Papiſt or Settary to Queſti | 
- on the ſafety of the way he 1s in at preſent ; eſpeci- 
ally if he has never troubled himſelf to Conſider theſe 
things before. FE ; | 


And now I do heartily deſire you all, for I cannot 
deſire this too often or too:earneſtly ; that:'you would 
take the Word of God for your. Rule, and propound 
the Rewards of another Life for your end, and ſet the 
Fear of God. before your Eyes, whileſt you Conſider 
and Examin theſe things: It is our :concern for: the 
Safety ' of your Souls, 'as well as for-»the, Welfare: of this 
Poor Church fo diſtreſſed with' Adverſaries' on both 
ſides; that putteth us forward: upon! all occaſions, to 
hy theſe things. before you. - Do not-thierefore; Read 
theſe Books which are indeed publiſht for: your-ſates;545 
if they were Written: againſt you. i 'There'is not ond of 
us,. I am Confident but is troubled to: ſee: you expoſe 
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your felves to the penalties of the Laws of the Land 
that are againſt you : But we are more ſorry to con-. 
fider;that at the fame time you do alio incur the high dif- 
pleafure of Gog. We would fain have you: to avoid 
both the one and the other. And if you would heark- 
en to us, the worſt you would ger by it, 1s to live 
with lefs Diſturbance in this World, but whether that 
ſhould prove true or not, you would walk in a more 
Safe and Plain way to Heaven, than that which any 
of you are in at preſent. And I hope you would not 
grudge that good which this Church ſhould receive by 
your return to us, when you would do your ſelves fo 
much more by 1t. | 


If therefore you think our Importunity troubleſom, 
pray remember what it is that makes us Importunate;and 
let no miſconſtrution of the Deſign of your Friends, 
render their honeſt endeavours Ineffetual to your con- 
viction. We would have you underſtand the Truth, 
and do your Duty ; And as this end is Charitable, fo 
you muſt needs grant thoſe means to be Charitable 
alſo, by which we are contributing towards it. It is in- 
deed our Concern that theſe means ſhould take place, 
bur it is yours ſomething more, if you are under great 
and dangerous, miſtakes as I am perſwaded you are. 
But if you ſhould be ſo prejudiced againſt us as to think 
that we Write theſe Controverſies more in Concern 
for the Temporal Interefts of this Charch,than for your 
Spiritual- Good, Pray will you make this profitable uſe 
of that hard thought, as to excel us in this matter, by 
being more-careful not to mix any Carnal and Worldly 
affettion with your Judgment in Reading theſe thi 
then you- imagine us to be in. Writing of them. Be 
as ſtrift as you will in Examining: what we fay in be. 
half of our Charch ; only be willing that Truth ſhould 
| Overcome ; 


Overcome ; and Confider that if that prevails o 
. your Errors, you- indeed are the Conguerours, and- that 
the greateſt Gain will be- yours, --both io this Warld 
and in the World: to come: \ Js oz hog amb 
I have no mind to prejudge which Party it is that 
we may hope to win more of to the Truth than of 
the other ; being very willing to believe that there is 
no Cauſe. of deſpairing to do good on either. ſide. -./ /: - 


As for the Diſſenters ; methinks, it ſhould not be 
hard to diſſwade the moſt of them, from breaking the. 
Communion of that Church any longer, with which- 
they agree in the Sub/tance of Faith and Worſhip, and: 
from differing with Authority for the future about 
things, /ndifferent. The Cauſe of the Separation, , as 
it is- managed by themſelves is ſo very Slight, ;that-one 
would hope they ſhould be of themſelves: ſomething 
afraid to venture their being Schiſmaticks upon it, and: 
conſequently that they ſhould be: ready to confider - 
what has been faid to | an that. there is: indeed no Juſt 
Cauſe given them to Separate from- our Church ; and' 
that there is no Reaſon to-eall any thing-Popery which. 
they. diſlike in our : Communion: ; _as.ſome: of, them. 
have done'to the great diſadvantage of the''Proteſtant 
Religion ; ſince as much: as in them-lay , they have 
made the World believe that the Cauſe of Popery is. 

better than it is ;-; and. that it doth not conſiſt only..of 
| Cipeaions and Practices that 'cannot be defended; but - 
ſome. alſo that may. And it is not the eaſt kindneſs . 
that the indiſcreet Zeal of ſome Proteſtants hath done to 
the Churchof Rome, , that they have inveighed againſt 
ſome things, which may.beeaſily juſtified, as if they. alſo - 
were Popiſh Corruptions, | And the Learned Men of that- 
Church: have; not; been behind bead -in making [Ml .. | 
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of this advantage, and that by ſtraining their utmoſt 
Wit, to repreſent the Proteſtant Religion under ſuch 
Colours, as if it ſtood in Oppoſition to Fpiſcopacy and 
Liturgy, and to all Ecclefiaſtical Canons and Conſtituti- 
ons. And I am perſwaded the Dzſſenters cannot do the 

_ Proteſtant Religion a greater kindneſs, than by forbear- 
ing to give them this occaſion for the Future. For let 
a Cauſe be never ſo good in it ſelf, 1t is never like- 
ly to thrive in their hands, who inſtead of preſſing 
their Adverſaries with what they can never maintain, 
are ſtill forward to deny what they are well able to 
prove. | 0 


As for the Papi/ts amongſt us, their miſtakes in Faith 
and Worſhip are ſo Groſs and Foul that if they would 
give themſelves a little time to Conſider what has,” and 
what may farther be faid to convince them; I do not 
doubt but all of them that are endued with a Compe- 
tent Underſtanding, and an Honeſt Senſe of things, 
would ſoon feel thoſe palpable Errors, into the belief 
and practiſe of which they have been hitherto de- 
luded, by an unreaſonable deference to the Authority 
of the Church of Rome ; and no longer ſtand off from 
the Communion of the Church of Zxg/and. The big- 
ger any fault is, one would think, it ſhould be more 
eaſily ſpied. Now theſe Men Separate from us meerly 
becauſe we have abandoned thoſe wicked DotQtrines and 
Practices,which are of themſelves a moſt neceſſary Cauſe 
of Separation from any Church in the World, that ſhould 
impoſe them. And therefore they of all Men are the 
moſt Notorious Schiſmaticks that can be imagined. 
And I beſeech God to open their Eyes to ſee it ; and 
to recover into the way of 7ritb' all * ſuth' as have' Erred 
and are'Deceived-'; that thoſe who have hitherto been 

: Theff. 5. 21. Obſtinate' may (prove all things, "and that thoſe who _ 


(1m) 
be perſwaded to Conſider theſe things, wy hold faſt 
that which i good. 


And the God of Patience and Conſolation grant us to Rom-15.5,6. 
be like minded one towards another according to Chriſt 
Feſus. - 
That We may with one Mind and one Mouth Glorify 
God, even the Father ods our Lord Feſus. Amen. 
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